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UK Activists Try To Prevent Franklin Graham
CBN News - 12 Feb 2018

the gospel.

Graham is scheduled to speak at the Lancashire Festival of Hope in Blackp

of people are petitioning against him, calling him a “hate speech preacher.”

criticism of Islam, support for Biblical marriage, and endorsement of U.S. P

to forbid him from speaking in that country. Even parliament members, incl

told the BBC that Graham’s beliefs on these matters are “incompatible with

Despite the backlash, Graham told Premier he is coming to the UK to do o
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JOY! Magazine seeks to glorify God by educating and 
informing Christians of a Biblical Worldview and applying 

the Lordship of Jesus Christ to all areas of life.

VISION

Editor

God bless,

W
hat often appears to us as random chance or coincidence is in fact overseen by 

a sovereign God who knows the number of hairs on every head (Luke 12:7). God 

states that He is in charge of everything. I am so grateful to be a child of God and 

to get to experience these coincidences – and I am even more grateful that I get to praise 

the Lord and thank Him publically. 

Just the other day I was encouraging one of our new sales ladies in the oi  ce. I shared with 

her how, when praying for her, God had ‘shown’ me a picture of a i eld with rows of freshly 

ploughed and prepared soil, and likened this to the ‘i eld’ that He has prepared for her to work 

in. Our company (the magazines and websites) is the seed. All He asks of her is to go out and 

plant the seed in the i eld. She must do this everyday, even if she sometimes feels that she is 

not seeing any results or becomes discouraged. He will water, fertilise, and watch over them 

for her. She must just pray and ask Him. Further, He showed me that she must not tire or grow 

weary of doing this. Galatians 6:9 instructs, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 

proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

Well, only a week later she was telling me that she had met up with a spiritual friend for 

cof ee. She had started to share this vision that I had shared with her. To her surprise, 

the friend pulled out a gift box. Her friend said she was not sure if she should have given 

it to her, but after hearing this story she knew that it was meant for her. Have a look at 

the photos below of the box. I have included the outside, inside, and the garden gloves 

that it contained. My sales lady knew immediately that God was speaking to her! What 

encouragement and perfect timing. 

God is in control of our lives – submit all your ways before Him and He will continually show 

you His goodness. We serve a Father who loves us and wants us to know Him intimately and 

deeply. What a faithful, awesome Father we have.

“Remember the things I have done in the past For I alone am God, I am God, 
and there is none like me.  Only I can tell you the future before it even happens.
Everything I plan will come to pass for I do whatever I wish. . . I have said what I 

would do, and I will do it.”
– Isaiah 46:9-11

“God-Incidences”
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COUNTERACTING THE SPIRIT

OF FEAR & INSURGENCY

JOIN OUR INTERCESSORY PRAYER NETWORK
“If My people, who are called byMy Name, will humble themselves and pray and seekMy face and turn

from their wickedways, then I will hear fromHeaven, and I will forgive their sin andwill heal their land.”

prayer@joymag.co.za

EVERY NATION CHURCH
GRAHAMSTOWN
Email: engrahamstown@gmail.com
Twitter: @tendaichitsike

—by Tendai Chitsike

—by Harold F. Weitsz

W
hen theenemycomes in likea flood, the Spirit

of the Lord will lift up a standard against

him.” – Isaiah 59:19

Right now, we are experiencing a flood of insurgency

and lawless actions in our land. This, in turn, is

causing a spirit of fear and distress to be loosed.

We, as the Body of Christ, are empowered to pray

and take authority over the forces of darkness. The

above verse clearly indicates that God’s Holy Spirit is

the overcoming power that drives the enemy away

even though the devil appears to be coming in like

a flood. The New Testament ‘standard’ that is raised

against the enemy is found in the restraining power

of the blood of Jesus. His blood renders the enemy

harmless.

We have a covenant with the Lord that embodies

protection, provision, and incorporates all the

promises contained in the Word. The spirit of fear

must be counteracted with the spirit of faith and

trust in what the Lord can do. This authority that we

have in Christ is released through a powerful prayer

and Word base. We must pray the Word of God into

the situations that surround us and we will see the

salvation of the Lord as He watches over His Word to

perform (Jer. 1:12, Is. 55:11).

As believers, we are commanded not to allow fear to

control us, but always be assured that our God is in

control. Our Father will never forsake the righteous.

(2 Tim 1:7)

The time for 
Reconciliation 

is never over

O
ur nation has been challenged by the rising temperature generated 

by political populism. In one such statement in parliament it was

declared that “the time for reconciliation is over.” As believers, this

presents a wider challenge of how we ought to deal with challenges in our

nation, be it land reform or otherwise, while remaining true to our Biblical

convictions. First and foremost, we ought to take what we hear in the political

and other realms of life, and hold it up to the light of Scripture. If the noble

Bereans searched the Scriptures daily to see if what the apostle Paul said

was true, how much more should we hold up the statements of politicians,

media, and ourselves to evaluate what is true and good from what is not?

If we apply this approach to the comments concerning reconciliation, we

ind that this statement could not be further from the truth. We ind that

God has given us, His Church, the ministry of reconciliation. We ind that He

has broken the dividing wall of hostility between ethnicities. We ind that in

Christ, He has made one new man out of His Church.

We ind that His peacemakers will be called sons

of God. In short, we ind that God has reconciled

us in Christ and has given us a ministry of

reconciliation. Our primary and unchanging

mandate comes from Him and not the shifting

sands of human opinion. So, while we seek

God’s wisdom on the issues of our day, may

we relect Christ and His mission to the world,

rather than withdrawing into fear or pursuing an

agenda that is antithetical to the spirit of Christ.

As the Word and the Spirit lead you, may you

follow the Lamb wherever He goes to be

a reconciler in our nation. The time for

reconciliation is far from over; nay, it

must remain till eternity.

Twitter – @haroldweitsz

www.haroldweitsz.com

Livestream:

www.littlefalls.co.za

“

Gertrude Moyo Lana Scholtz



God wants us to
STAND IN THE GAP

W
hat will move the hand of God in our cities and nation? What 

is God looking for? God is looking to us, as the Church, to 

stand in the gap on behalf of the nation and cry out to Him 

from a place of brokenness and humility for His mercy. 

God spoke through Ezekiel saying, “So I sought for a man among 

them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of 

the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” – Ezekiel 22:30.

A powerful dream

The Church is called to identify with the sin of the nation and intercede 

on the behalf of the people so that God may spare us. We must also 

acknowledge our own sin and, in true repentance, judge ourselves so 

that we can escape the judgement of the Lord. 

In a dream, the Holy Spirit gave a phrase to me. The words were: 

“Brokenness of heart releases a fragrance that moves the hand of God 

on our behalf.” If I could summarise in just a few words the message 

contained in my dream would be this: 

For the most part the Church in the nation was out of sink with 

the heart of God, with regards to the state of the nation. While God 

was grieving and His heart was breaking over what was going on in 

the nation, the Church went about being busy with her own religious 

activities totally ignorant of the issues the nation was facing. 

What does the Bible say?

Let’s look at Nehemiah’s response when hearing news of the great 

distress of Jerusalem and his fellow Jews: 

“So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and 

mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of 

heaven.” – Nehemiah 1:4. 

“Please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, that You may hear 

the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now, day and night, for 

the children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of 

Israel which we have sinned against You. Both my father’s house and I have 

sinned.” – Nehemiah 1:6.

Seek for the broken heart of Nehemiah

The above Scriptures illustrate a broken and contrite heart, weeping 

and mourning for the plight of his people. He then takes ownership and 

identifies with the sin of his people as he prays to the Lord to, “Please let 

Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant

May we all seek to have the broken

Nehemiah, standing in the gap for our nation

God bless you,

Andreas

T
ough times and turbulent periods are part of 

our human experience. Whether a crisis was self-

inl icted, God-orchestrated, or of demonic origin, it 

will eventually come to an end. The tragedy I’ve observed 

over the years is that many people don’t know how to 

handle life  “beyond a crisis”. This article aims to give a few 

nuggets of wisdom that will give a better handle beyond 

any crisis one will ever face.

the Word of God. I have learnt from last fall when Cape 

Town went through a couple days of gale force winds that 

being routed to the source is of paramount importance. 

This revelation came from observing my garden, which 

had been af ected by the strong winds. I noticed that 

the smaller trees remained standing while a huge 

one collapsed. Out curiosity I went to check how this 

happened and realised that the roots of the huge tree 

had died prior to the winds, which resulted in its fall.

Ensure that in cases of relationships, emotions have no 

gaping openings. If the crisis involved people, try by all 

means to restore relationships to normality.

use the power of hindsight or foresight to wise-up for 

future crises. Don’t be found wanting again and again. As 

commonly said, fools don’t learn – that’s why they repeat 

the same mistake over and over again.

glory of God and the building up of others. Make your life 

a wonderful adventure. 

BEYOND A CRISIS

bishop tshAlo kAtshungA

GOSPEL RAMAH FAMILY OF CHURCHES
Email: info@ramah.org.za | Website: www.ramah.org.za

ANDREAS KYRIACOU is the founder of Alpha and 

Omega Ministries International. He is an apostolic 

and prophetic voice to many churches around the 

globe alphaomegaint.org.za







021 852 4061
subs@joymag.co.za 

CALL
NOW!

and receive sound Biblical
content each month that will
encourage and equip you.

ONLY
R299

SUBSCRIBE 
TO JOY! 

FREE Biblical
Word Search book 
with every subscription

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
EDITOR@JOYMAG.CO.ZA

!JOY
Real Life Real People Real Christianity

V
o

lu
m

e
2

7
Is

s
u

e
0

4
J

O
Y

!
M

A
G

A
Z

IN
E

R35 21 RSA (incl VAT) Other Countries R30 61 (ex VAT)

May 2018

IGNORANCE – The Root of Socialism’s Popularity
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OVERCOMINGSTRUGGLES

how the Church can have a louder voice and 

become a stronger force, by also support-

ing existing Christian civil organisations in 

extremely large numbers; is dei nitely also a 

key aspect in this regard. This mass support 

for these groups who often have to bat-

tle it out in court will serve as an indication 

that whatever actions are called for, are not 

merely the sentiments of an isolated part 

of the Christian community; and therefore 

has to be considered by errant authorities. 

Other religions may also feed and clothe the 

poor and needy, but it is only the Church 

that can and must go out and contend for 

our precious faith in Christ (Jude 3). Let us 

therefore pray for God to open our spiritual 

eyes and to empower us to put our faith in 

Him into more concrete action. 

R Bartes

Thank you Mr Bartes for your welcome letter. 

I comment in my personal capacity. I believe 

the reason Christians do not inl uence society 

is because most Christians do not hold onto 

or possess a Biblical Worldview. They read 

secular books, magazines, and newspapers 

and watch secular movies and TV series, 

and listen to secular news stations and 

broadcasts. They therefore have Christian 

theology in their hearts, but live and make 

decisions from a secular perspective. Many, if 

not most, churches do not have Bible schools 

where appropriation of one’s faith in society 

and Biblical worldview teachings should be 

taught. Of ering Bible studies is a dif erence 

thing. Most Pastors only get to teach their 

members for an hour on Sunday mornings or 

evenings. These services are used mainly for, 

and rightly so, to teach about Jesus, and build 

good theology in their hearts. JOY! Magazine 

exists to i ll this gap in some small way. Our 

vision is to “educate and inform Christians of 

the Biblical Worldview and to promote the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ in all areas of life”. We 

also have an Afrikaans magazine called JUIG! 

and a Christian news site called JOY! News 

– www.joynews.co.za. This website can be 

Why is the Church not

in� uencing society?

Why are evangelical Christians so silent in 

the public domain with regards to issues of 

the day? Voicing the teachings of the Bible 

regarding daily living seems largely coni ned 

to church buildings, Christian magazines, 

and Christian television and radio; which is 

seldom accessed by the mainstream public. 

Issues such as: violent / destructive protests 

and labour strikes, murders and crime due to 

gangsterism and farm attacks, introduction 

of ungodly and unbiblical laws and regula-

tions, frequent criticism of Christianity in 

public spaces, obsession with political cor-

rectness, market domination of foodstuf s 

of ered to idols, and blasphemy against the 

Name of Christ on public television are just 

some of the things that continue unabated 

due to our indif erence, and also results in 

God’s judgement over our country. Even 

megachurches of evangelical Christians 

are unable to use their huge congregations 

to positively in� uence mainstream South 

African society – whether it be on a local 

or international level. Outside mass evan-

gelistic and prayer campaigns in stadiums 

and community halls in communities are 

rarely seen. Not even simple media state-

ments are issued by Godly Christian leaders, 

well-known televangelists, and evangelical 

churches to speak out against these things; 

as if they have been prohibited, like in com-

munist countries. The voices of politicians 

are also heeded to more than the Word of 

God. The church’s continual acceptance 

of ungodly practices, and compromise of 

God’s standards, undoubtedly contributes 

to the worsening of evil in the country. A 

spiritual war is raging in our country, yet be-

lievers are asleep and unable to stand up for 

the Lord Jesus Christ, as soldiers of the Cross. 

Perhaps an in-depth article on the dif erent 

ways in which Christians, as individuals and 

collectively, can be more ef ective and prac-

tical in South Africa, would assist in spurring 

us on to action again. Awareness regarding 
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Favorite messages from Lysa’s

best-selling books have been

brought together for the first time

in a remarkable new devotional.

The 100 readings were chosen

for their relevance to the issues

women face in matters of faith,

marriage, motherhood, career

and church.

A handy topical index gives

readers the freedom to flip di-

rectly to areas of interest, or they

can read chronologically. Lysa’s

hope is that with every devotion,

women will know God’s love ex-

actly where they are, no matter

where that may be.

Now available from

leading booksellers nationwide.
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accessed by cellphones, tablets, or computers. 

Daily Christian news is available to you 24/7. 

Regular reading of this news will certainly 

inluence and, hopefully, motivate one to 

become an active Christian citizen. 

–Erin Georgiou, Editor

Reading JOY! each month

is such a treat

May I compliment you on your magazine. I 

look forward to buying and reading the JOY! 

Magazine every month. Both my parents 

and I read it.  Getting your magazine is one 

of our treats and highlights each month. 

I even tick the pages once I have read the 

articles to make sure I read the magazine 

cover to cover. Through your Jews For Jesus 

articles, I recently had the privilege of having 

a very enjoyable cofee meeting with Dr. 

Michael Sischy from Jews For Jesus. May God 

bless your year ahead.

Greg Olin

With faith, we walk with victory 

The adage, broadly to the efect “You have 

to work hard to get anything worth having” 

or, put diferently, “Anything worth having 

doesn’t come easy” is oft-repeated because, 

generally-speaking, it is very true. The fact 

that we are born as ‘man after the Fall’ means 

that for each and every one of us, walking 

with God does not come naturally. It wasn’t 

meant to be easy, so it is never going to be 

easy. Having said that, knowing what is at 

stake and, looking to our God to sustain us, 

we can walk the walk – and, indeed, do it 

with a sense of joy and peace. With faith, we 

walk with a sense of victory, of overcoming – 

and, as we walk, we rejoice at the many good 

things in our lives. In saying that something 

is not easy, this implies the converse – that 

it’s tough. But, this doesn’t mean tough in 

the sense of, for example, the cowboy classic, 

Clint Eastwood’s, A Fistful of Dollars. We 

mustn’t think we are not tough enough to 

do it. Rather, our context is that each one of 

us is made diferently and we have grown up 

diferently – as a result, to each of us, ‘tough’ 

means diferent things. God seeks us out and 

meets us in the place where He �nds us. He 

meets our needs, each of us in our own way. 

He sustains each one of us in a completely 

diferent way because He made us unique, 

one and all. That is how special our God is and 

that’s how special we actually should know 

that we are. Ours is a God of untold miracles.

Sandy Johnston

I escaped a stabbing, 

in Jesus’ Name

About a year ago I was doing some work in 

the main street of Vereeniging. I needed to 

draw some money, so I walked down to the 

mall and went inside. As I came out of the 

mall, there was a very busy street market with 

lots of people milling around. Suddenly, a 

very large man appeared in front of me. He 

pulled out a knife with a ten-inch blade and 

lifted it above his head in an attempt to stab 

me. I grabbed his hand with both my hands. 

For a second or two I had a feeling of sheer 

terror, then I shouted at the top of my voice, 

(it came out more like a roar), “I bind you in 

Jesus’ Name”. He calmly put the knife down, 

turned, and blended into the crowd. As I 

was walking away a youngster came up to 

me and said, “Oom, you have to carry a knife 

in this area”, and he showed me his small 

pocketknife. I replied, “No, I don’t need to”. 

As I walked across the street another man 

said, “Wow that was a big knife!” To which 

I replied, “Not as big as my Jesus”. When I 

got back to where I was working, I thought 

about why I didn’t I even look behind me 

as I walked away? He could have come up 

behind me and stabbed me from behind. But 

then I realised I had experienced such peace 

as I walked away that there was no need for 

concern. My heavenly Father showed me that 

the promises of Psalm 91 are literal, “That He 

who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will 

abide in the shadow of the Almighty.” Thank 

you Father for your abiding promises!

Jeremy Taylor
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I am a living testament to

God’s protection

I was born and raised in a small town called 

Ceres. I married my husband on the 4th 

September 2010 and moved to Gordon’s Bay, 

where we still reside today. In 2013 I started a 

training company with the i nances that I had 

available after our debts were paid; it was an 

extremely stressful time as I had to build the 

business from the ground. I was constantly 

making appointments with potential clients 

and I thought the fear that I experienced was 

due to the building of my business. I ignored 

my own spirit and thought this was just a 

warning for my family and that as I served 

God, I would not be involved in any accidents. 

Before I leave home in the mornings, I pray 

and ask God to give His angels charge over 

me, according to Psalm 91. 

I am a testament that I was kept in the 

arms of angels, sent by God, to hold me whilst 

I was stuck in my car the morning of 19 August 

2014. As I read through the reports concluded 

by the police, my vehicle had to be cut open 

with jaws to remove me from the wreck. I 

suf ered major injuries, a ruptured aorta, and 

swelling on my brain (which led to memory 

loss). The manner in which I came back to life 

was a choice to choose life, whilst walking a 

grave yard. Two weeks before the week of 

18 August 2014, I became scared and dreamt 

about accidents. In the mornings I prayed for 

my family, asking God to protect them on the 

roads. In the week of 18 August 2014, I had an 

important meeting with a potential client and 

I had to conclude all smaller projects in that 

week. Monday 18 August 2014 my husband 

and I were coming to an agreement that I 

would take the back road through Kuilsriver, 

instead of the highway, to my destination. 

Kuilsriver road was less busy and I was able 

to drive on a calmer road – we came to this 

conclusion based on the ongoing fear that 

I had been experiencing and the dreams I 

had. We prayed and went to sleep. 

Instead of taking Kuilsriver’s road, I 

somehow took the wrong turn and ended up 

on the highway. Between Monday evening 

and Tuesday morning, I had dreamt that I 

walked in a grave yard with my husband’s late 

dad and late brother. I stood still and realised 

that they were dead, yet I was standing with 

them in a graveyard. To my right was a gate 

and next to the gate a big rock with a blue/

green colour lighting, shining through 

the rock. I stood still and looked at the 

surroundings – it was so dark. My late father 

in law walked on as my late brother in law 

waved at me to come with them into the 

grave yard, I stood still and said to myself, “I 

choose life, I want to live”. When I opened 

my eyes I was in Panorama hospital’s ICU 

with my husband and my dad next to me. 

On recovering, I just took one day at a time. 

Sometimes it was very dark and depressing. I 

thought I made the wrong decision to choose 

life as I had no feelings/emotions. But just like 

I chose life while walking in the grave yard, I 

was determined within myself to trust God in 

everything. It was only the end of 2017 that 

I began to get hope back and experience 

God’s joy.

Leandra Cairncross
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To the Greek, the Cross was foolishness. To the Jew, it was a

stumbling block. What is it about the Cross of Christ that so

roundly deies everything that power relishes?

Cruciixion was humiliating. It was so humiliating that the

Romans who specialiced in the art of torture assured their own

citizenry that a Roman could never be cruciied. But not only

was it humiliating, it was excruciating. In fact, the very word

“excruciating” comes from two Latin words: ex cruciatus, or out of

the Cross. Cruciixion was the deining word for pain.

Does that not give us pause in this season now before us? Think

of it: humiliation and agony. This was the path Jesus chose with

which to reach out for you and for me . . .

We need an untamed Saviour 
because … only a wildly 

redemptive Jesus can free us 
from the pain and bondage 

of our past mistakes.”

– Ravi Zacharias

– Lisa Harper

Jimmy Carter

– PatienceM

crai roeschel

Musings
God gives us the capacity for choice. We can choose to 

alleviate suf ering. We can choose to work together for 

peace. We can make these changes – and we must. 

The fact that someone is not able

your worth should not be your so

frustration. Sometimes God blind

wrong people in order for them

know or understand who you are

they cannot destroy what He has

Hold on!!!

craiggroeschel Do you have a vision or 
an idea? Without a vision, people become 
comfortable with the status quo.

“Don’t allow anything today or
tomorrow to rob you of the beautiful

truth that you’re loved by God.”

S H E I L A  W A L S H



– Denzel Washington

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity 

without Christ.”

ur slippers way under your bed 
you get up in the morning, you 
get on your knees to i nd them. 
le you’re down there, start your 
prayer. Ask for wisdom. Ask for 

tanding. Don’t aspire to make a 
ng, aspire to make a dif erence.”  

Life comes at you hard.

Whether you’ve faced a debilitating 
disease, a marriage on the rocks, or 
a dead-end career, the crises you 
face have a way of stacking up and 
knocking you down. When that hap-
pens, it might seem as though there 
is no way to win the battle.

There is good news:
You are not defeated.

You can overcome because God is in 
your corner, ready, willing, and able 
to deliver you from your crises 
and give yo
comebacko
the hardship
of life.

christinecaine

Jentezen Franklin

God has never done all that He can do. 

He always has one more move. He found 

Moses in the desert, Jeremiah in a pit, 

#LoveLikeYou’veNeverBeenHurt

If only we knew what happened 

when we pray, we would never 

cease to pray.

Louie Giglio

stevenfurtick

stevenfurtick But God demonstrates his own love for 
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8

– Tony Evan



C
hurch unity is more important than

“theological correctness,” according

to North Point Community Church

Senior Pastor Andy Stanley at a conference

with approximately 8000 attendees. At the

Orange Conference, which focuses on issues

of church leadership, Stanley spoke about

the importance of Christians of different

denominations being “one” in their mission.

The influential author and speaker said that

he found it significant that Jesus prayed for

the disciples to be one, rather than for other

things, including good health and being

theologically accurate. “He prayed for our

oneness, that we’d be on the same page,”

said Stanley. “This is mission critical. If they

are not one, we will not win ... unity is mis-

sion critical and disunity disrupts the mis-

sion.” Stanley spoke of how he came to be-

lieve that believing in Jesus Christ was more

important than theological arguments like

how communion should be served or if ba-

bies should be baptised. “Will we prioritise

our oneness over our doctrinal peculiarities?

Our baptism, our communion, our style of

worship, our preaching?” he posed. Stanley

argued that oneness in the faith was “more

important than being theologically correct,”

adding that he believed when Christians of

various denominations get to Heaven “we

will discover that when it comes to theol-

ogy, we were all wrong about something.

If we combine our talents

perspectives,

lead with one

have a differe

influence with

generation.” 

T
he Bible is the best-selling book of all

time, but the fashion-smart editors of

GQ have unequivocally decided that

the Good Book isn’t worthy of our facetime.

GQ printed: “The Holy Bible is rated very

highly by all the people who supposedly live

by it, but who in actuality have not read it.

Those who have read it know there are some

good parts, but overall it is certainly not the

finest thing that man has ever produced. It

is repetitive, self-contradictory, sententious,

foolish, and even at times ill-intentioned.”

Instead, 

these glitz 

and glam editors believe you should read 

The Notebook by Agota Kristof. New-wave 

European fiction can never outlast, outsell 

or outdo the Bible. No one who has read it 

with an open heart could suggest so. Make 

no mistake, The Notebook will pass away. 

GQ will pass away. Heaven and earth will 

pass away. But the Word of God will never 

pass away. The Word of God never fails. God 

watches over His Word to perform it. 

Connecting Modern Israel
With Biblical Isra

GQ Magazine Attacks Bible,
Labelling It As ‘Foolish & Ill-Intentioned’

Andy Stanley: Church Unity Is More Important 
Than ‘Being Theologically Correct’

JOY!NEWS
KEEPING CHRISTIANS INFORMED

WWW.JOYNEWS.CO.ZA

A new Hebrew-

English Bible 

with a distinctly 

Israeli flavour 

has been 

published in 

honour of Israel’s 

70th anniversary
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Nigeria’s Muslim President Condemns Church 
Attack Which Leaves 16 Dead

Trump Recently Met With 
Buhari in Washington

Over 6 Million Jews Were
Murdered During The Holocaust

WWW.JOYNEWS.CO.ZA

N
orth Korea’s dictator, Kim Jong-

un, met with South Korean

president Moon Jae-in on April

27 and announced that the 67-year-old

Koreanconflict isover. “Icameheretoput

an end to the history of confrontation.

There will be no more war on the Korean

peninsula, and a new age of peace has

begun,” the two leaders said in a joint

statement. Christians in South Korea

had been fasting and praying for the

peace summit. Pastors held an all-night

vigil in the city of Paju, south of the North

Korean border. North Korea’s persecuted

Christians have also been praying for

this moment—for years. They have been

horribly persecuted. They have been forced

to meet secretly. They have been routinely

rounded up and sent to labour camps—or

just shot on sight—because they did not

worship Kim Jong-un as their god. God

has worked this miracle. He will engineer

a lasting peace in this part of the world,

and open the doors wide for the Gospel to

flourish in a thirsty land.

After Prayer & Fasting Prior To Peace Summit, North K
Will Finally Open Its Doors To Christianity

President Trump 

Tells Nigerian

President Buhari:

‘We Cannot

Allow Christians

To Be Murdered’

66 % of

American

Millennials

Have Never

heard of

Auschwitz or

the Holocaust

A
n attack by herdsmen on a Catho-

lic church in central Nigeria re-

cently – which police say left 16 

people dead – has been condemned by 

the country’s president. People armed 

with guns targeted a congregation in 

Benue State – an area plagued in recent 

years by clashes between mobile herds-

men and settled farmers, often over land 

use. The latest incident struck St Ignatius’ 

Catholic Church in the village of Ayar Mba-

lom. Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Bu-

hari tweeted: “I extend my sincere condo-

lences to the Government and people of 

Benue State, the Mbalom community, and

especially the Bishop, priests, & members 

of the St Ignatius’ Catholic Church, whose 

premises were the unfortunate venue of 

the heinous killings of worshippers & two 

priests by gunmen.” Hundreds of people 

have died in violence in Benue so far this 

year – with disputes over grazing rights 

and access to fertile land fuelling tensions. 

Both herdsmen – who are mainly Muslim 

and from the Fulani ethnic group – and the 

settled farmers – who are predominantly 

Christian – have carried out attacks.  

Kim Jung Un, Left, and Moon Jae-in, Right

– Schoen Consulting Survey

President Muhammado Buhari
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   Christian news website 
in South Africa

Jesus performed the majority 
cles in Capernaum 

You can watch the full video online at 

www.joynews.co.za

G
oogle controls many of the ads seen

by consumers online, which means

they also have control of what con-

sumers don’t see. Now a Christian publishing

house says Google is intentionally banning

ad content from their website. “This morn-

Censorship of Christian content has

been more prevalent lately across a

multitude of websites

Google Rejects Christian Publisher Ads
That Mention Jesus

Asma Yaqoob, 24, Died In North
Eastern Pakistan Recently

NEWS

God used 

Todd White to 

heal a blind 

lady’s vision 

in Capernaum 

through prayer 

and laying on of

hands

Muslim man
set Christian

woman on fire
after she refused

his marriage
proposa

W
e are living in a perilous era, where

even the media cannot be trusted.

Influential powers, such as politi-

cians, have been observed to have swayed

the media into reporting biased news, in

favour of such influential powers. Many tac-

tics have been utilised, such as fake news,

clickbait headlines, and a genuine lack of

fact-checking. In this era where our culture is

veering further and further away from God’s

order and His truths, it is so important to be

aware of what you are consuming and filling

yourself with. If you are fed up with so many

biased news stations, then it is time to start

empowering yourself with knowledge by

doing your own research. Do not take things 

at face-value anymore, especially not news 

sites. Almost everyone has an agenda or a 

subjective narrative. Here at JOY! News, we 

are utterly sold-out for the Gospel. Our only 

goal is to do whatever we can to further the 

Lord’s Kingdom here on earth by educating 

and informing Christians of a Biblical world-

view. We have launched this news site that 

covers daily Christian news from South Africa, 

as well as around the globe. Please make sure 

to subscribe to our weekly newsletter to keep 

updated and informed with what is going on 

around the world, from a Christian perspec-

tive. Visit www.joynews.co.za 

ing, we learned that Google ads will no longer 

accept anything related to our domain. They 

stated that the reason is “because of the faith 

we express on our website,” wrote Concordia 

Publishing House CEO Bruce Kintz. “Google 

informed CPH that the type of ad in question 

would not be allowed based on Google’s pol-

icy of religious belief in personalised content. 

As a Google AdWords Support representative 

explained, the disapproval resulted from the 

fact that the items in the ad and on the web-

site refer to Jesus and/or the Bible. Clearly, CPH 

does not agree with Google’s decision in this 

matter. We are not willing to sacrifice our be-

liefs to comply with Google’s requirements”. 

Kintz said that as society becomes increas-

ingly hostile towards the Christian faith, their 

mission becomes all the more important.  – Charisma News
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C
harged with being a spy, Czech mis-

sionary, Petr Jasek endured a 14-month 

imprisonment in Sudan where he was 

tortured by fellow cellmates. But Jesus super-

naturally imparted peace during his confine-

ment and he became a bold witness, winning 

many to Christ. Jasek shared an overcrowded 

cell with ISIS fighters and refugees, and was 

tortured and beaten to near-death. When 

Jasek began to exalt and glorify the Lord’s 

name during his beatings, this made them 

even more furious. Jasek didn’t have access to 

a Bible during his captivity, so he meditated 

on Scriptures he had memorised. “I was liter-

ally a ing the Lord that He will keep my mind 

sound and that I wouldn’t lose my mind,” 

Jasek said. “The Holy Spirit kept reminding me 

some of the verses that I had memorised. This 

was just enough for me, to give me enough 

strength to pray. We were squeezed in a small 

room—15 by 18 feet. There were sometimes 

40 of us. That was the situation and I was able 

to lead 40 Eritrean refugees to Christ,” he said. 

“It was like new revelation for me. I started to 

be courageous and openly shared the Gospel 

with other fellow prisoners.” In February 2017, 

he was granted a presidential pardon and the 

Sudanese President ordered his immediate 

release. He returned to the Czech Republic,

and continues to share the Gospel.  

Sudan Missionary Tortured By ISIS And Imprisoned
For 14 Months – Led 40 To Christ Over Period

Rwandan 

authorities shut 

down 7000 

churches in 

two months for 

failing to comply 

with health, 

safety, and noise 

regulatio

Rwanda President, ‘There is no 
need for so many churches’

B
ible teacher Beth Moore says it is the

will of God for Christians to expose

evil, and she admits that for years she

was part of a culture of silence about sexual

abuse. Moore, herself a victim of sexual

abuse as a child, spoke recently about the

abuse she suffered in her home. The crime

left her with a pervasive sense of shame

that lasted for years. “What people don’t

understand,” she said, “is that somebody’s

selfish five minutes can cause a lifetime of

painful memories and set them on a course

to question everything they believe to be

true.” Moore knows telling the truth can be

hard and shared how her life was affected

when she revealed the abuse. She first

publicly referenced the sexual abuse in a

book and even then did not identify her

abuser. But she said the revelation caused

a schism between her and her mother that

never fully healed. “When my mom found out

she said, ‘We protect the family.’ There was

a sense of shame to her for revealing what

happened.” The pressure to remain silent

about the abuse came from others too. She

was told by a mentor early on in her ministry

that she should never share the abuse story,

that it would “sink her ministry.” She said her

advisor was wrong because staying silent

leaves you feeling nothing except anger. The

result, in her case, was a shattered worldview

and poor choices. Using Ephesians 5:11 as a

reference she said the church must expose

sin and needs to become a shelter for the

abused, not the abusers: “When we don’t

expose them we are taking part in those

works of darkness. We are part of the silence

culture,” adding, “Why is the church often

the last to expose and the first to cover?”

Beth Moore On Sexual Abuse:
 Why Is The Church Last To Expose And First To Cover?

JOY! MAGAZINE 19
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Newly Minted Trump/Cyrus Third Temple Coin 
– The Prophetic Significance

A 
coin minted to celebrate Israel’s 70th 

birthday has Donald Trump’s profile 

superimposed over King Cyrus on 

one side and the third temple on the other. 

It’s called the temple coin. “The fact that Or-

thodox Jews wanted to honour Trump for 

recognising Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 

and they minted this coin—a one-half silver 

shekel—is as if they are confirming this word 

given by Christians as valid,” says Warren 

Marcus, the executive producer of It’s Super-

natural! With Sid Roth. “The great significance 

is that on one side the coin has the image of 

Cyrus and Trump. On the other side it has the 

image of the third temple yet to be built. The 

one half-silver shekel during the time of the 

temple was required to be paid as an offering 

by each male of a Jewish household during 

Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement) that was 

earmarked for the upkeep of the holy tem-

ple! It is the hope of the Orthodox Jews who 

minted this coin that this coin will be actually 

used to pay that offering again for the up-

keep of the third temple,” Marcus says. Many 

modern-day prophets, including Lance Wall-

nau and Mak Taylor, prophesied Trump would 

be like King Cyrus of the Bible. The prophet 

Isaiah wrote: “Thus says the Lord to Cyrus, His 

anointed, whose right hand I have held—to 

subdue nations before him and to loosen the 

loins of kings, to open doors before him so that 

the gates will not be shut: I will go before you 

and make the crooked places straight; I will 

break in pieces the gates of bronze and shatter 

the bars of iron. And I will give you the treasures 

of darkness and hidden riches of secret places 

so that you may know that I, the Lord, who calls 

you by your name, am the God of Israel.” - Isaiah 

45:1-3. The coin, a joint effort of the nascent 

Sanhedrin, the Mikdash (Temple) Educational 

Centre and the United Temple Movements, 

was prepared to honour Israel’s 70th anniver-

sary. “In the context of the coin, we are ex-

pressing gratitude for President Trump’s bold 

decision to transfer the American Embassy to 

Jerusalem, thereby recognising King David’s 

capital and the site of Solomon’s temple as 

the true capital of Israel,” Mordechai Persoff, 

head of the Mikdash Educational Centre, a 

non-profit organisation for education about 

the Temple, said, “They are non-Jewish lead-

ers who played an essential role in the return 

of the Jews to Jerusalem. Hopefully, Trump 

will continue in this path and, like Cyrus, play 

a central role in the building of the temple.” 

Marcus says the coin is an example of further 

Biblical prophecies coming to fruition. “We 

are truly living in the end times; the parable 

of the fig tree blooming speaks of Israel be-

coming a nation again. The recapturing of Je-

rusalem during the six-day war helped serve 

as the fulfilment of Jesus’ prophecy. He said, 

‘This generation will not

pass away without

seeing the millen-

nial Kingdom of 

God established 

in the earth.’” 

Biblical Cyrus, Left, and President Trump, Right

The next
roject
begins
29 July
2018

You can be
a part of
what God is
doing in Israel
and in this

The Zealous Israel Project is an

11-month commitment to servant-

based discipleship. You will have

the opportunity to serve on an

Land and people of Israel.

Visit

or contact Bridges for Peace at

The Zealous
Israel Project

Young

Adults!
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T
he book of Ruth is read on the holiday 

of Shavuot (Pentecost) because of its 

focus on the grain harvest. This book 

is set in the time of the Judges when, “In 

those days Israel had no king. Everyone did as 

he saw i t.” – Judges 17:6. The story begins 

with Naomi who is widowed after the death 

of her husband, Elimelech. Naomi’s sons, 

Mahlon and Chileon, died as well, widowing 

Naomi’s Moabite daughters-in-law, Ruth 

and Orpah.

Looking at the Hebrew origins
The narrative displays an act of immense 

courage and faith on the part of Ruth the 

Moabitess. She chose to follow Naomi no 

matter what the cost. In contrast, Orpah 

decided to return to her former life (Ruth 

1:13).

The Hebrew word used originally 

for the way Ruth “clung to Naomi” is the 

word “davkah”, meaning “to cling”. It has 

an interesting modern use, likened to “in 

spite of dii  culty” or “on purpose to make 

a point”. Ruth was most certainly making 

a point when she chose to follow Naomi. 

Ruth’s use of the word YHWH, rather than 

Elohai, gives us a clue that she knew more 

about the God of Israel than a typical 

Moabite would know. Scripture tells us that 

God would use the word YHWH as a way of 

revealing Himself in a very personal way.

Why was it so bad to be a Moabite?
Why was Ruth so “davkah”, so intent, on follow-

ing Naomi? Perhaps she had the God of Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob revealed to her in such a 

way that she saw it impossible to return to her 

former life. In Deuteronomy 23:3, God said, “No 

Ammonite or Moabite may enter the assembly of 

the Lord, even to the tenth generation”.

How was it then that Ruth the Moabitess 

was able to follow God? I believe we need to ask 

ourselves why it was so bad to be a Moabite? 

We know that it was through the incest of Lot’s 

daughter that the nation of Moab was formed 

(Genesis 19:36). Moabite women also turned 

the men of Israel away from God and had them

worship other gods (Numbers 25).

Boaz – Ruth’s redeemer
Later in the book of Ruth, we meet Boaz. Boaz is

revealed to us as a “worthy man” and a “go-el”,

a possible kinsman/redeemer for Ruth. Naomi

then asks Ruth to glean among the i elds of

Boaz in accordance with the law of gleaning

(Leviticus 23). The story continues with a

narrative that reveals how Ruth becomes aware 

that Boaz is family of Elimelech and a kinsmen/

redeemer for her. We see how Boaz has a 

generous heart and is prepared to become 

Ruth’s redeemer. This redeemer invites her into 

the inner circle of his family. He provides for her 

and takes her as his wife. I see how through a 

woman who once was considered “a Moabite”, 

the line of David is created, through this line 

the Messiah would be born.

Jesus, our Redeemer
God is an expert at revealing Himself to us; 

He provides a redeemer that rescues us from 

our former selves and gives us a new inherit-

ance. Our redeemer adopts us as “sons and 

daughters” and takes us as His bride. David’s 

line was created because Ruth clung to the 

one true God. We should be encouraged to 

do the same. When we receive our redeemer, 

the Messiah, we can dwell forever in His com-

fort and love. 

REVEALING RUTH
A BOOK OF COURAGE, FAITH, & LOVE

ADEN FRIEDMAN is a missi

for Jesus and is stationed in J

To book Aden as a speaker in

or at your next conference, pl

the Jews for Jesus oi  ce. 

Website: www.jewsforjesus.c

Facebook: Jews for Jesus South

Twitter – @moshiachisnow  

Tel: 011 880 7956

Email: info@jewsforjesus.co.z

—by Aden Friedman

Ruth’s persistence resulted in 

many blessings – this book is 

not to be overlooked.
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I
n about a dozen places in the Bible, the Lord 

is referred to as the God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob (Genesis 50:24; Exodus 3:15; Acts 

7:32). This name of God emphasises the cov-

enant that God made with Israel and the Isra-

elites’ special place as God’s chosen people. 

God repeated the Abrahamic Covenant to 

three dif erent generations: Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob – they were all given the promise 

of land, many descendants, and blessing. 

The Lord i rst calls Abraham out of Ur of the 

Chaldees to the land of Canaan, establishing 

a covenant with him (Genesis 12:1–3). God 

reai  rms the same covenant with Abraham’s 

son, Isaac (Genesis 21:12; 26:3–4), and later 

with Isaac’s son, Jacob (Genesis 28:14–15). 

The Lord who established and ratii ed this 

covenant is rightly called the God of Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob.

God’s faithfulness and
Israel’s blessing
When God revealed Himself to Moses in 

preparation for bringing His people out of 

Egypt, He called Himself “the God of Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob” in Exodus 3:15. He 

also instructed Moses to identify the Lord by 

that name when speaking to the Israelites (v. 

16). In this case, the name carries a couple of 

important implications. First, when God iden-

tii es Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob, He clearly distinguishes Himself 

from the gods of Egypt in whose land the Is-

raelites dwelt. Second, the reference to Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob implies a reason for the 

exodus: the promise of land. God had vowed 

that the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-

cob would inherit a certain geographical area. 

God’s faithfulness and Israel’s blessing were 

directly tied to Israel’s possession of the Prom-

ised Land, and the name God uses for Himself 

harkens back to the covenant with Abraham. 

Jesus should get the glory
Jesus alluded to God’s burning bush appear-

ance to Moses and used God’s name to teach 

a lesson on the resurrection to the Sadducees: 

“About the resurrection of the dead—have you 

not read what God said to you, ‘I am the God 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the 

living” – Matthew 22:31-32. As Jesus points 

out, the verb am is in the present tense; God 

did not say, “I was the God of your fathers.” He 

said, “I am their God,” showing that Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob were still alive (in heaven) in 

Moses’ day. 

In Acts 3, as Peter preaches to the Jews in 

the temple, he refers to the God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob, a name that his hearers 

would have commonly used in their worship. 

Peter and John had just healed a lame man, 

who was now standing before them. Peter 

attributes the miracle to the power of the God

of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, working through

Jesus. In other words, Peter was careful to link

the miracle they had just witnessed to the one

and only God of their fathers. The same God 

who spoke to the patriarchs was at work in 

their midst, and Jesus should get the glory.

Biblical history is important
In explaining the miracle of a lame man 

walking, Peter also sets up a bold contrast: 

“The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God 

of our fathers, has glorii ed his servant Jesus. You 

handed him over to be killed, and you disowned 

him before Pilate” – Acts 3:13. The God whom 

the Jews purported to revere treated Jesus 

of Nazareth much dif erently than they had: 

God glorii ed Jesus, and they killed Him. Peter 

hammers home the contrast in verse 15: “You 

killed the author of life, but God raised Him 

from the dead.” As he closes the sermon, Peter 

reminds his hearers that the God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob was fuli lling His covenant 

with them: “You are heirs of the prophets and 

of the covenant God made with your fathers” (v. 

25). Many Jews believed in Christ that day, but 

Peter and John were thrown in jail (Acts 4:1–4).

The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

has plan for the ages involving a Saviour who 

provides forgiveness of sins and reconciliation 

with God. That plan was set in motion when 

God called Abraham and blessed him, and 

that plan was brought to fuli lment when 

Jesus died and rose again. Through the seed 

of Abraham, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob blessed all the nations of the world. 

Through the seed of 

Abraham, God blessed all 

the nations of the world.

Why does God refer to Himself as

the God of Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob?
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SERIES

—by Dr. Victor Kuligin

The Bible 
in a nutsh ell

1 PETER

R
ecent estimates about how many 

Christians around the world suf er 

persecution annually for their faith 

have the number in the tens of thousands. 

Suf ering is not only a common aspect of 

Christian discipleship, it is to be expected. 

Jesus made this clear to His disciples when 

He told them, “A servant is not greater than 

his master. If they persecuted Me, they will also 

persecute you” – John 15:20. The Apostle 

Paul made a similar statement, “All who 

desire to live Godly in Christ Jesus will suf er 

persecution” – 1 Tim 3:12.

An important letter for 

the Church today

This Biblical truth forms the background for

Hated by the world

One of the primary reasons why followers 

of Jesus will suf er persecution is because 

the world hates Jesus’ message. Again, this 

truth is rooted in Jesus’ teaching. “If you were 

of the world, the world would love its own. Yet 

because you are not of the world, but I chose 

you out of the world, therefore the world hates 

you” – John 15:19.

That is why Peter’s letter is addressed 

to “pilgrims” (1:1), that is, people who really 

is world and are simply passing 

he original Greek for this word 

exiles or temporary residents; 

home is elsewhere. Because 

o not live as the world lives, nor 

world’s values and ideals, they 

d by the world. Jesus has called 

om it. Unfortunately, though, 

tians are far too comfortable 

d and act as if it is the most 

ing to them.

y inheritance

ds his readers that because 

e not of this world, they have 

inheritance awaiting them. 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy 
has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

– 1 Peter 1:3

The Bible tells us that 

suf ering it is to be expected 

in our Christian walk. 

Authorship
and date

As an eyewitness of Jesus (5:1), the 

Apostle Peter wrote two New Testa-

ment letters, both near the end of 

his life. 1 Peter was written to believ-

ers scattered throughout Asia Minor 

(1:1), what is modern-day Turkey. Pe-

ter used Silvanus as his scribe (5:12), 

perhaps because Peter was not a pol-

ished or trained writer, or he could 

have been in circumstances which 

made it dii  cult for him to write. 

Some scholars believe Peter may 

h itt P t
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One argument used by Peter to help sufering Christians endure their trials

is to remind us that God has chosen us. We are not followers of Jesus by

accident. God’s choosing is an important theme in this letter. At least half

a dozen times Peter teaches this concept. He opened his letter speaking

about believers as God’s elect (1:2), chosen by Him, and he will make a

similar reference at the very end (5:13). Similarly, Jesus is the chosen stone

(1:20; 2:4), believers are a chosen people (2:9), and the calling of God (5:10)

is directly related to this concept as well. It is God who chooses, God who

calls, God who elects, God who predestines, God who foreordains. This

should be a source of great comfort for His children.

This inheritance has three qualities: it is

incorruptible, undei led, and it never fades

away (1:4), the exact opposite of everything

in the world. Because of this “living hope”

(1:3)—guaranteed by the resurrection of

Jesus—Christians can endure sufering in

this life. While we are not given speciic

details as to what kind of sufering his readers

were undergoing (they were “grieved by

various trials,” 1:6), the topic is so important

to Peter that he mentions something about

it in every chapter of this letter.

However, Peter sees a beneit from these

trials, something that we often miss today

when we suf er for our faith. God uses these

trials to test our faith (1:6-7). In fact, faith that

is never tested in this way is nothing more

than weak, feeble faith. The ultimate goal

of Christian suf ering is a salvation that the

prophets of old predicted and that angels

desire to look into (1:10-12).

Called to holiness

The heart of Peter’s letter is his call to holy 

living. “As He who called you is holy, you also be 

holy in all your conduct” – 1:15. Peter provides 

several reasons why believers should be 

holy:

1.  As we have already seen, because we have a 

heavenly inheritance the value of which far 

outweighs anything the world can of er us. 

2.  Because Christians are strangers in the 

world, their character should rel ect the 

character of their holy heavenly Father

(1:16), not that of the world.

3. We should live holy lives because God

is a judge who will judge everybody

impartially (1:17).

4. Because we have been redeemed, that

is, purchased with the precious blood of

Jesus (1:18-19).

5. Because we have been born again of

incorruptible seed through the Word of

God (1:23-25).

All of these reasons have

behind them: the world is

and will soon perish. Ther

implores his fellow believers

on to that which will never pe

By living holy lives we show t

the world’s ways are worthles

Living stones

In this regard, believers are “liv

ing stones” who are being buil

into a “spiritual house” (2:5)

with Jesus as the “chief corne

stone” (2:6). This is the Spirit-em

powered purpose of the Chur

priesthood” (2:9) that shows t

goodness, even as Christians are exiles in the 

world, “sojourners and pilgrims” (2:11). There-

fore, believers should respect human author-

ity (2:13-14) and Christian slaves should be-

have in a manner pleasing to God (2:18-20). 

Christian conduct under persecution should 

mirror Jesus’behaviour when similarly treated 

(2:21-25). “For to this you were called, because 

Christ also sufered for us, leaving us an exam-

ple, that you should follow His steps.” – 2:21.

Peter’s i rst letter w

written to other be

also suf ering for th

Chosen by God
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The Bible
in a nutshell

1 PETER

One of the best known verses from 1 

Peter involves defending the Chris-

tian faith, what we call Apologetics: 

“Always be ready to give a defense to 

everyone who asks you a reason for 

the hope that is in you.” – 3:15. Believ-

ers should be prepared to explain to 

skeptics why we follow Jesus. How-

ever, even if we are being persecuted 

for our faith, we should do so fear-

lessly (3:14), gently (3:15), and with 

lives that back up our talk of good 

conduct (3:16).

Always be ready
be known for “the incorruptible beauty of a 

gentle and quiet spirit” (3:4), while husbands 

should give honour to their wives (3:7). 

Peter then provides general commands for 

believers, encouraging us to be courteous, 

truthful, and peaceful (3:8-12).

Peter again returns to the topic of 

suf ering, this time noting that Christ’s 

suf ering has brought us to God (3:18) and 

serves as an example we should emulate as 

we turn away from the sins of the l esh (4:1-

5). Christian conduct is driven by love (4:8) as 

we exercise our gifts for the betterment of 

others (4:9-11). Believers should rejoice that 

the souls of those who had sinned during 

Noah’s time, others that Jesus through the 

Spirit preached through Noah to unbeliev-

ers before the l ood came—this passage 

should not be understood that people who 

have already died have another chance 

to hear the Gospel. That would contradict 

everything else said in the New Testament. 

It is usually understood that the message 

preached was one of Christ’s victory and the 

vindication of the righteous, like Noah, not a 

“second chance” message of salvation.

Exhorting elders

Peter ends his letter with an exhortation to 

elders to serve willingly, eagerly, and humbly 

(5:2-3). As a fellow elder who ministered 

Christ’s return (5:4) as 

adership. However, this 

s not limited to elders, 

llows Jesus (5:5-6).

remarks, Peter turns 

al warfare. Peter is no 

r. He knows that satan 

hristians undergoing 

believers of this real 

ust resist the devil. Yet 

God will strengthen his 

m into “eternal glory” – 

come for judgement to 

od; and if it begins with 

e end of those who do 

God?” – 1 Peter 4:17. 

By living holy lives, we 
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Du Preez

TIONING LIKE GOD

is 1:26 – “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 

m have dominion over the i sh of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 

he earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’” We have been made 

dible inherent power to rule and have dominion. When we become born-again, it 

as believers to begin to move and exude this rulership and dominion! When God 

He gave man authority and dominion over everything on earth. In order for us to 

of the kind of dominion that man would have had, had he not sinned, let’s look at 

Man – Jesus Christ. When Jesus wanted to pay temple tax, He simply commanded 

ng the money to Him. When He wanted to feed a multitude, He only needed to 

loaves and two i sh. When a storm threatened the lives of His disciples, He only had 

he storm and there was perfect calm. Every sick person who was brought to Him 

ealed. Demons were cast out just by a word. He even brought the dead back to life 

e had dominion over death! You and I have the same dominion that Jesus exercised, 

Christ resides in us. You can command any storm in your life to cease. You can

authority over your i nances in the Name of Jesus! You can command any sickness

your body to be healed! You can decree change in your circumstances! You were

created to rule, not to be subject to the elements. Rise up and take charge i

Name of Jesus!

ENCOUNTER CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Email: email@enco

RAiner boshoff
OUR ABILITY COULD BE YOUR DISA

U
pon leaving work one afternoon, I saw a man leave the Pro Shop at the gol

a walking disability so severe that he needed crutches to get along. My i

pity for his situation and the fact that he could clearly not play golf or par

Still feeling sad on his behalf, it suddenly dawned on me that lately I haven’t had t

the driving range, which incidentally is a stone’s throw from my oi  ces, let alone

I realised that this man, with his disability, is probably enjoying a better quality of

ask myself if my disability wasn’t perhaps the fact that I was able bodied and could

I had to admit that the way I was managing my work/leisure schedule was imbalan

to be an example of how we should balance our lives – He created earth in 6 day

rested. If God saw the need to rest, how much more would I as a human not bene

His example? In Ecclesiastes 1:14 Solomon says: “I observed everything going on u

and really, it is all meaningless – like chasing the wind.” My responsibility as a man i

a balanced life to my spouse and my children. If your ability to do anything you pl

you so busy that it actually became your disability, I invite you to join me in prayin

the Holy Spirit will remind us to enjoy life a little more and stop to 

smell the roses from time to time.

MEN OF HONOUR PROGRAMME 
Email: rainer@mim318.org  | Tel: 082 066 5675
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T
he Children of Israel were in a des-

perate state. Their land was overrun 

by the Midianites, they were without 

a leader, without faith, and without God. In 

this state of desperation, they began to pray 

and cry to God to visit them again, and God 

began to work. But not in the way that most 

people would have expected Him to work. 

The angel of the Lord appeared to a most 

insignii cant person – Gideon. The fact that 

God chose Gideon should be a great encour-

agement to us. He didn’t have the patience 

of Job, the courage of Daniel, the wisdom of 

Solomon, the obedience of Abraham, or the 

strength of Samson – yet God chose him. 

A most unlikely candidate to be a leader of 

God’s chosen people. 

The most unusual encounter
When we i rst meet him, he is not out leading 

an army against the Midianites or planning 

some major insurrection – he is threshing 

wheat by the winepress to hide it from the 

Midianites. This was against all common 

practice. Wheat was usually threshed in a 

wide open space where the breeze could 

blow freely and separate the wheat from the 

chaf , but on this occasion Gideon needed 

the protective shelter of the winepress 

building so that the enemy could not see 

him and steal his produce.

It was then that Gideon looked up and 

saw the stranger, he was sitting under a 

nearby oak tree. Gideon hadn’t seen him 

come, but suddenly he was there. There was 

something both eerie and wonderful about 

it. Was he a prophet perhaps? Then he spoke, 

“The Lord is with you, you mighty hero”. 

Mighty hero? All Gideon was doing was 

whacking at the wheat with a rod. Gideon 

looked around him and shook his head. “If 

the Lord is with us, why has all this happened 

to us? And where are all the miracles our 

ancestors have told us about – such as when 

He brought them out of the land of Egypt?”

Looking for someone to blame
“If the Lord is with us then why?” – We are 

constantly having this argument thrown at 

us. If God is God then: Why suf ering? Why 

wars? Why sin? Why pain? Why evil? Why do 

the wicked succeed?

“And the Lord looked upon him…” We 

blame our circumstances, our times, our 

church, our God. Stop looking around you for 

excuses, stop looking for others to blame – 

the Lord is looking at you. We don’t know all 

the answers, there are a great many mysteries. 

The philosophers, the intellectuals, and the 

apologists of this world will spend the rest of 

their lives arguing about them. 
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GIDEON
The Unlikely Hero

God’s power has not run out.

He is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever.



SERMON

We have to get on with the job
We have to live by faith not by sight. We have

to get on with the light that is given to us

and radiate the love and the message of the

risen Lord – that God cares. He cares about a

fallen world, He has intervened in the person

of Jesus Christ and wants to reconcile us to

Himself and give us freedom from sin and a

peace that passes understanding.

Ever since the Garden of Eden, we have

been making excuses. After Adam had

disobeyed God, he was quick to minimise his

guilt. “The woman that you gave me, she gave

me to eat.” When Moses came down from the

mountain and found the Children of Israel

worshipping the golden calf, his deputy

Aaron was quick to blame the people. “You

know this people, that their hearts are set upon

wickedness. I told them to bring me their gold

and jewellery and I threw it into the ire and

out came this golden calf.” We are so quick to

defend ourselves, so quick to make excuses.

And the Lord looked upon Gideon, as

he looks upon you and me, and says simply

stop making excuses. I am with you, I am

the one who does not change. Look to Me

and be enlightened. God has not gone on

early retirement, He has not lost interest in

mankind. His power has not run out. He is

the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Nobody special
“But, says, Gideon, my family is poor in

Mannaseh, and I am the least in all my father’s

house. He felt he had nothing to ofer. He didn’t

have any special talent. He wasn’t anybody 

special. He was no miracle worker. But God 

has chosen the foolish things of this world to 

confound the wise.” – 1 Cor 1:26. Maybe God 

wants to use you in a special way. What He 

requires is not ability, but usability. 

And then the Lord looked upon Gideon, 

weak, helpless, and frail, and said,  “Mighty 

hero, the Lord is with you!”

Today we face overwhelming odds, the 

devil is turning up the pressure because

he knows he is running out of time. He is

causing havoc everywhere. We are hearing

of wars and rumours of wars. We are seeing

wickedness in high places. We are seeing

families broken up, we see violence, lust,

and sinfulness everywhere. Evil seems to be

triumphing. More than ever, we need God’s

grace to stand in these evil days. We may be

fearful, we may feel inadequate for the task,

but God has given us His assurance that He is

with us, as He was with Gideon.

Destroying the idols
Gideon’s irst task was to pull down the idols

of Baal. It seems impossible to believe that

the children of Israel could fall to such a level.

They had seen all the mighty works of God, 

they had experienced His deliverance and 

His mighty victories, they were the ones who 

served the true God. They were the people 

who wouldn’t mix with the neighbouring 

peoples, lest they be dei led by their 

wickedness and idolatry. And now they were 

doing the same foolish things. They were 

worshipping the same inanimate objects; 

objects that were unable to hear their cries 

and unable to supply their needs. 

Idols can come in any form: even 
families & spouses
It seems so ridiculous that these people, who 

had known of the living God, would turn to 

dead idols. Perhaps you have experienced 

the power of God in your life and you have 

seen it at work in the lives of others. You 

acknowledge Him to be the almighty and 

all-powerful God, and yet maybe you still 

have that little idol that you worship. Maybe 

you don’t even realise that it is an idol. Maybe 

it isn’t an object, but an idol that you strive 

to please and satisfy. Anything that comes 

between you and God is an idol. 

Are you your own idol?
We call ourselves Christians and followers of 

Him who is meek and lowly in heart, who 

made Himself of no reputation, and took 

upon Him the form of a servant – yet our 

lives are riddled with seli shness. Self is not 

just an idol that wants to be worshipped, 

it is a baby that wants to be pampered. It 

manifests itself in so many dif erent ways. If 

we want to win the victories of life, we have 

to begin by removing the idols and giving 

God irst place in our lives. We have to die to 

the idol of self.

Moment of triumph
This was meant to be his moment of triumph, 

but soon came his moment of trouble. “Then 

all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the 

children of the east were gathered together 

and went over and pitched in the valley of 

Jezreel.” This was a full scale invasion by 

countless enemy troops. What a terrifying 

sight they must have been, thousands of 

them, and every one a sworn enemy of Israel, 

out to destroy the land.

Eventually Gideon rounded up his army 

– 32 000 men – to battle against the mighty »
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More than ever, we need 

God’s grace to stand in 

these evil days.

The church is a recruiting station from which men should go 

out to i ght the battles of the Lord, not a retirement home in 

which to live idly upon an old age pension. 



Midianites. But God said, “No, you have too 

many men here for Me to deliver Midian 

into their hands – if they win, they will exalt 

themselves, they will say it is the work of 

their own hands, it is their strength, that has 

given them the victory.” So the army was cut 

down to 10 000, but that was still too big for 

God to use. 

We have to be careful of pride 
You may be very talented, you may have 

lots of personality and be a natural leader. 

You may have a very good singing voice, or 

preach a good sermon. Perhaps the Lord has 

used you in winning others to Himself. But if 

you depend on these, if your conidence is in

your achievements and potential, then God

will not be able to use you.

But the Lord had not promised Gideon

a great army, only the presence of the Lord

Himself – the Lord began to put the pressure

on this fearful, faithful servant. Now that he

had the army together, he didn’t sit back and

wait to be attacked. He launched out and

won a mighty victory for the Israelites. He

recognised that God was on his side and that

nothing could stop him.

A winning strategy
We can become terribly negative in the 

Christian life. We can creep into our shells 

and always be on the defensive. Instead of 

launching out and gaining new territory 

for the Kingdom of God, we can sit back an 

become very introspective. We can be known 

as Christians because of the things we don’t

do, we don’t do this and we don’t do that.

In the early church, the Lord’s people were

known as His followers because of what they

did. It was said of the Lord Jesus that He went

about doing good.

Take one step at a time
The church is a recruiting station from which

men should go out to ight the battles of the

Lord, not a retirement home in which to live idly

upon an old age pension. God never intended

the church to be a refrigerator in which to 

preserve perishable piety. He intended it to be 

an incubator in which to hatch out converts. If 

your church is not going, sowing, and growing 

– then it is dying.Once again the Lord had 

demonstrated His mighty power in delivering 

His people. But once again he had done it 

through a man. He was not a superman, but 

one who was fearful, yet faithful. This is the way 

He works today, through people who can take 

only one step at a time in faith. As it was with 

Gideon, so too it can be with us.

God doesn’t need an army, 
just obedience
“Mighty hero, the Lord is with you! Go with the

strength you have . . . I am sending you!”

Go, and the Lord will be with you. Stop

looking for excuses. Stop feeling sorry for

yourself, stop feeling inadequate. God is

with you. He doesn’t need a great army. He

just needs you. If God be for us who can be

against us?

If your church is not going, 

sowing, and growing – 

then it is dying.

SERMON

GIDEON
The Unlikely Hero
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O
n March 24th 2018, Angus Buchan 

shared a powerful message at the It’s 

Time prayer gathering in Mitchells 

Plain. This message landed upon 150 000 

ears, and a revival in the area has since been 

set in motion. Mitchells Plain has always 

been known as a dangerous, gang-infested, 

fatherless, drug-ridden town in South Africa; 

but the prayer event saw countless gangsters 

repenting and giving their lives to Christ. 

Following up from this event, I went through 

to Mitchells Plain to interview Pastor Theo 

Roman and his wife Sophia, who have a 

large church and a very impactful presence 

in the area. Theo pastors the Assemblies of 

God church, heads up the AOG Association 

Nationally, and is part of the General 

Executive of AOG Southern Africa. They 

are following on with this momentum and 

changing lives for Christ. What an honour it 

was to meet a couple with such a heart and 

a passion for the area in which they live and 

serve. 

f h

Gospel with the hopeless and fatherless 

gangsters in the Cape Flats. We would love to 

feature the entire story of Theo and Sophia, 

but due to spacing we are only featuring Ps 

Theo’s story in this issue – we will do a follow 

up on Sophia’s powerful testimony in the 

months to come. 

When and how did you receive the 
call to go into ministry?
My father was not saved until the last few 

years of his life, but I still grew up in a Christian 

and worship in 

o the Lord as a 

Due to a lack of 

om the Lord in 

d my life to the 

en, it has been a 

l growth to get 

w. I have always 

; I have a great 

od established. 

?
am for the AOG 

is Pastor Colin 

 few times per 

role model for 

Godly life and 

has guided me 

ed up marrying 

e problem 
your 

what they need 

COVER STORY

—Interview by Gillian Fraser

Theo & Sophia Roman
Transforming the Cape Flats for Jesus
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however is the Heavenly Father. I remember 

going into Drakenstein Prison to minister 

to the inmates. Listening to their stories, 

the common vein that runs through each 

young man is that of fatherlessness and 

the adverse ef ect this had upon their lives. 

Whilst they now take personal accountability 

for their past actions, one cannot shun the 

lack of proper mentoring and grooming 

that contributed to rendering these young 

men vulnerable. My visit af orded me 

the opportunity to interact with these 

young men, share the Word of God with 

them, and enjoy the Breaking of Bread as 

commanded by the Lord Jesus. I believe that 

in communities where the pervasive culture 

of gangsterism and violence has caused a rift 

between fathers and sons, we have a huge 

mission i eld. I have a burning desire to be a 

father to sons who have lost their way in life, 

a father to sons who have need of a mentor. 

I’ve also surrounded myself with spiritual 

fathers with similar convictions, and my daily 

prayer is to see the hearts of the biological 

fathers turned back to their own sons, so that 

together we can restore the laughter and joy 

on the streets of our communities.

How did you feel recently 
when you heard the prophecy 
from Angus Buchan over 
Mitchells Plain?
Uncle Angus prophesied that Mitchells

Plain is the Flower of Cape Town. He spoke

of the wonderful revival that is to come – of

the drop in crime and gangsterism, of the

restoration of a broken society. We have had

many powerful speakers come to Mitchells

Plain in the past – such as Jimmy Swaggart

and Reinhard Bonnke – but this message

from Angus really resonated with my soul.

Sophia and I were so overwhelmed with

emotion; we were in tears. Seeing 150 000

white, black, and coloured people coming

together in our notorious town, standing

together in unity – it was something

really powerful to witness. There will be

challenges going forth – but if God brought

the message, it will come to pass. There

have been countless reports following the

gathering of people’s lives changed. There

is a great revival in Mitchells Plain. Churches

are growing, the miraculous is happening.

Have you, as a spiritual father
igure of Mitchells Plain, got a
plan to reach and encourage local

“I have a burning desire to 

be a father to sons who have

lost their way in life.”

»
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pastors and leaders
to rise up and
take hold of what
Angus said?
I have lived in Mitchells

Plain for many years.

I have been exposed

to the realities of the

societal challenges that

plague our communities,

and the resultant efe

upon families, but particul

upon the youth. I therefore

a burden for fathers and yo

ple. The local churches in M

have all stepped up with their evangelism.

Churches are growing. As a corporate church in this town, we will all be joining our 

forces – joining hands and taking hold of this together. We have some open air crusades 

planned, and some evangelism training courses that will take place.

How can outside organisations and
readers support you in fulilling this call?
We ask for prayer to cover us. Where God sets plans in motion, the devil sets out to 

hinder these. Prayer needs to precede any revival.

Theo & Sophia Roman
Transforming the Cape Flats for Jesus

P
salm 68:5 says, “A father to the fa-

therless, a defender of widows, is

God in his holy dwelling.” Of all the

ways the Lord God Almighty could have

chosen to relate to humanity, He chose

the language of family. He could have

described Himself as a benevolent dic-

tator, kind boss, or patient landlord. But

instead, He chose the word ‘father’.

What makes God our Father?
He presents Himself as a Father because

we all know what a father is and does.

Even if we did not have earthly fathers

who treated us well, we have an intrin-

sic understanding of what a good father

should be. God planted that understand-

ing in our hearts. We all have a need to be

loved, cherished, protected, and valued.

Ideally, an earthly father will meet those

needs. But even if he doesn’t, God will.

Jesus taught His followers to address

God as Father. Throughout Scripture,

God describes His love for us as that of a

caring parent (Isaiah 49:15).

God is our protector
God has a special place in His heart for the

orphans and fatherless (Deuteronomy

24:20). Psalm 27:10 says, “Though my

father and mother forsake me, the Lord

will receive me.” God knows that many

times earthly fathers have been absent

or have not done their job (Ephesians

6:4). He ofers to ill the role of a Father

(John 6:37). He invites us to call out

to Him when we are in trouble (Psalm

50:15), to cast all our worries on Him (1

Peter 5:7), and to enjoy His company (1

Corinthians 1:9). He models for us the

characteristics He had in mind when He

designed fatherhood. Although many

times earthly fathers do not live up to the

ideal, God promises that, in Him, no one

has to be without a perfect Father.

– Gotquestions.org

What does it mean
that God is a

father to the
fatherless?

FACT FILE

Where were you born?
T: Retreat, Cape Town

S: Kimberley, Northern Cape

When were you married?
T & S: 25 March, 2017 – We are 

newlyweds!

Which is your favourite 
Scripture at the moment?
T: 2 Timothy 4:5 – “But you, 

keep your head in all situations, 

endure hardship, do the work of 

an evangelist, discharge all the 

duties of your ministry.”

S: Deuteronomy 8:2 – 

“Remember how the Lord your 

God led you all the way in the 

wilderness these forty years, to 

humble and test you in order to 

know what was in your heart, 

whether or not you would keep 

his commands.”
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o the amazing work 

nd the world, spear-

hony. From leading 

nl uential church in 

nt, to orchestrating 

ges and schools 

around Malawi and Mozambique, Anthony has a 

huge portion on his plate. I was blessed to get a 

moment to sit down with him and learn all about 

his father heart for this nation. 

In short, can you share your 
testimony of how you got saved? 
I grew up in a dysfunctional non-Christian 

home. There were many social abuses and 

much substance abuse. I have 2 brothers and 

a sister – none of them i nished school. My sis-

ter fell pregnant out of wedlock, and my broth-

ers went of  to the army at a very young age. I 

was the youngest. When I turned 13, my father 

went to rehab and managed to sort his life from 

an addiction point of view, although their was 

clearly something still amiss. I was blessed that 

I was able to i nish school. Our family was very 

involved with karate – my parents were both 

Black Belt Judo Kai, and my brother won the SA 

Heavyweight championship. I won the South Af-

rican Middleweight Championship in 1982, and 

was sent to the World Championships in Taiwan 

– I remember being there and really feeling that 

something was missing from my life. While I was 

there, 2 Chinese girls who were assigned to look 

after our team reached out to me and shared 

the Gospel with me. I was deeply moved, but 
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—Interview by Gillian Fraser

The father heart of

Anthony Liebenberg
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did not give my life to Christ at that point. I 

came home and only a few weeks later, my 

best friend – who was an atheist and whom 

I had shared a room with in the military bar-

racks – came back from the military and told 

me about his new-found faith. A few weeks 

after that, my brother called me to tell me 

that our parents had both given their lives 

to the Lord too. The Lord was working in 

every sphere of my life. My parents came to 

visit my brother and I and invited us to join 

them after a church service in Cape Town. 

My dad greeted me and said, “Son, there is 

something that I need to tell you. I love you.” 

I had never heard him say those words to me 

before. He began to weep, which then led to 

me weeping. I knew that there had to be a 

God. That Sunday was when I made the deci-

sion to follow Christ, by the Thursday I was 

baptised. Within six weeks, my entire fam-

ily had come to Christ. No matter how hard 

you run, the call of God will always i nd you. 

What advice do you have for those 
who come from atheist families – 
how can we shine God’s light with 
them? 
Keep praying for them – the power of prayer 

is amazing. It is also extremely important to 

live the truth. You are a walking Bible to the 

unsaved. Your love for God must be evident 

beyond just your words. Show God’s love 

in action – live the fruit of the spirit: love, 

kindness, gentleness. In a world of fake people 

and compromise, it is important to be genuine. 

It is important to never compromise – always 

stay true to what you believe in. Be strong

truth and deep in love, and always keep th

door open. Do what you can, and then

step back and let God do what He can.

You are a husband, a father, and 
a grandpa – can you tell us a 
little more about your family? 
My beautiful wife Desiree has been my

teammate in life and ministry for many

years. Desiree has a teaching and prophet

gift. She is involved on our leadership team

and heads up our woman’s ministry, Divine. I

am grateful to have my two daughters, who

love Jesus and have both chosen to serve

full time at Life Church. Amy is our children’s

pastor, Megan is our Media and Design Head

for Life Child and Life Church, she also co-

leads the young adults’ ministry and has

given us a beautiful granddaughter, Ruby

Joy. Her husband Bruce McCleland is Life

Church Cape Town’s executive pastor.

You are a father igure to so many,
through your family, the church,
and through Life Child – Would
you say that the Lord called you
to this, and do you see the value
of your position?

One of the powerful realities of a Christ-

illed life has been to see the Father heart

of God evidenced in my own family. My

two brothers are the most caring and

doting fathers to their families and both

pastor churches. My father, who is now

retired, pastored and love many churches

with the Father heart of God, this has

been evidenced over and over again in

the many churches we have helped to

pioneer or lead. The birth of Life Child is as

a complete result of us experiencing the

Father heart of God. God is in the business

of restoration – He is able to transform

any circumstance. Your trials are never too

diicult for God. The calling to any form

of ministry is the greatest privilege that

any person can receive from Father God.

“Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the

oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless;

plead the case of the widow.” – Isaiah 1:17.

From an athiest family to a 

family of four pastors, God is

the ultimate Restorer.

»
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Tell us a little about Life Child: 
A prophecy was spoken over Desiree and 

my life when we were on honeymoon in 

1983. A lady said to us “God will use you to 

work with young people.” We took hold of 

that prophecy and sowed our seeds – which 

eventually led to the formation of Life Child. 

The church focuses on restoration, but we 

choose to focus on prevention. Children still 

have their entire lives ahead of them. Life 

Child exists to reach orphans and vulnerable 

children, and restore communities for gen-

erational change, one life at a time. We have 

Christian schools and orphanages in South 

Africa, Malawi, Mozambique, and soon to be 

Zimbabwe. Life Child initiatives are focused 

on building i rm foundations in the educa-

tion, health, welfare, and spiritual develop-

ment of children across life phases, creating 

a platform for community transformation 

for future generations. Today we are seeing 

hundreds of children being rescued, edu-

cated, and given a new opportunity with a 

strong sense of hope and belief in the future.

What is your view on mentorship,
imparting wisdom into younger 
lives?
The world is desperate for leadership

the best way to ensure Godly leaders f

the future is through mentorship with

discipleship. If and you look at Jesus and 

His disciples, or Paul and Timothy, wisdom 

comes from knowledge and experience. 

Mentorship imparts that knowledge and 

experience. We need to model a Kingdom 

standard by living in close proximity to that 

which needs to be af ected. Discipleship 

can’t happen from a distance – true 

discipleship happens in close proximity. 

As an inl uential leader, what 
would you say are the key 
principles to lead a successful life?
Pray, learn, teach – But always be a FAST 

person. Faithful, Available, Submissive, and 

Teachable. Ensure that you commit to most 

referable habits on the planet: “Do what you 

say”, “Finish what you start”, “Show up on 

time”, & “Say please & thank you.” 

“Always be strong in truth 

and deep in love – never 

compromise on your beliefs.”

FACT FILE:

Are youmarried?
Yes, to my lovely Desiree,

married for 34 years

Do you have any children?
2 daughters, Megan (31) and

Amy (28), and 1 granddaughter,
Ruby Joy (15 months)

When is your birthday?
17 September, 1962

What is your favourite
Scripture in this season?
“Now to himwho is able to do
immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us.”

– Ephesians 3:20

Where were you born?
Springs, Gauteng

The father heart of

Anthony Liebenberg
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L
ife Child is a ministry that exists to reach

orphaned and vulnerable children and

restore communities for generational

change. Through the pioneering work in

South Africa, Mozambique, and Malawi and

the organisational leadership of Anthony

Liebenberg, the ministry of Life Child was

established to champion the social justice

expression of Life Church in Africa. Their

impact in these nations and in the lives of

orphaned children in the communities is ab-

solutely awe-inspiring. Life Child initiatives

are focused on building irm foundations

for the education, health, welfare, spiritual

development, and relationships of children

across life phases and focus areas, creating

a platform for community transformation for

future generations.

This testimony below is of Dercia João, a

precious little gift from God who was born

into a hopeless situation. Through Life

Child’s involvement, Dercia is now a bright

shining example of God’s goodness and

gracefulness.

A devastating start to life
Dercia Celestino João is the daughter of

Celestino João Impareia and Sonia Veloso

Daniel. Her father passed away in 2011 as the
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—compiled by Gillian Fraser

Life Child exists to reach

orphaned and vulnerable

Dercia JoãoDercia João

                                      

children in Africa.

Dercia’s 2nd Chance at Life
A testimony of hope & freedom



Dercia was a little over one-year-old. Today

she is a bright, happy, and active six-year-

old; and is outperforming all her peers at the

Okalawo village school.

Preaching the Word
Life Child is doing phenomenal things in

the local communities, but take no credit

themselves. Their ef orts are God-inspired

and prayer-covered. In addition to the

emotional support, i nancial aid, food,

clothing, and shelter that they provide,

Life Child seeks to always provide the most

important foundation – an introduction to

God and His Word. 

Dercia and her family have grown in

many ways through the ministry of Life Child.

Today they have a sense of stability, they are

healthy, and they are completely integrated 

into the local church – where they are 

growing spiritually. Dercia has a bright future 

ahead and dreams of becoming a teacher so 

that she can help other children.

Partner with Life Child today! 
If you have been moved by this testimony, or 

would like to know more about Life Child and 

the work that they do – visit www.lifechild.

org.za and watch videos that truly capture the 

heart and the scope of the ministry. Life 

Child is always looking for prayer partners, 

volunteers, i nancial donations, and ministry 

support. Today they are seeing hundreds of 

children being rescued, educated, and given 

a new opportunity with a strong sense of 

hope and belief in the future. Life Child is 

changing the world, one life at a time. 

TESTIMONY

“A small one will become a

thousand and a small one a

Mighty nation.” – Isaiah 60:22
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W
hen Christians go on missionary

outreaches, they are following

Christ’s call: sharing the Gospel

with the lost world through God’s wisdom

and strength.

Christian missions = obeying Christ

After Christ’s death and resurrection, the

Lord commanded the disciples to share the

Gospel, the message of His redemption,

“Therefore go and make disciples of all

nations, baptising them in the Name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

and teaching them to obey everything I

have commanded you. And surely I am with

you always, to the very end of the age.” –

Matthew 28:19–20.

The Great Commission applies to Chris-

tians today. Rather than weighing us down

with a burden, obeying God’s call brings

joy and rewards in heaven. We should ful-

il our mission not out of duty, but love (2

Corinthians 5:14–21). God could convert

everyone using a blinding light and the

voice of Christ, as He did with the apostle

Paul – however, He gives Christians themis-

sion of reconciliation (Acts 1:8–9). He works

through us, calling sinners to turn to Christ

in repentance and faith.

Christian missions = sharing Christ

Our mission is proclaiming Christ as the

only Saviour from sin and the only way

to abundant, eternal life. Whom do we

tell? Jesus told Christians to reach out to

“all nations”. Jesus sends us to all people

groups – to every ethnic culture without a

Gospel witness.

Christian missions, however, are not

limited to overseasministry.While believers

should faithfully support those who go to

the unreached on foreign soil, all Christians

have the mission to share Christ on the

home ield with family, friends, coworkers,

and the community.

The Christian mission of sharing Christ

does not end with a sinner’s salvation.

The commission was to make disciples—

not immature believers. Thus, Christian

missions involves not only evangelism, but

also discipleship.

Christian missions = relying

on Christ

Sharing the Gospel humbly, boldly, and

passionately, is our Christian mission. But

we cannot do it alone. The power and

results of Christian missions come from the

Lord. He gives us the wisdom, strength, and

desire to witness! Through our witness, He

works repentance and faith in the sinner’s

heart (2 Corinthians 5:20–21).

The Great Commission

applies to Christians today.

God works through us.

MISSIONS
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Although missions are ultimately God’s

work, Christians are responsible to under-

stand and share the Gospel and to have

a strong relationship with Christ. Such a

relationship guards against hypocrisy. “But

in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be

prepared to give an answer to everyone who

asks you to give the reason for the hope that

you have. But do this with gentleness and

respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that

those who speak maliciously against your

good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of

their slander” – 1 Peter 3:15–16. Jesus as-

sured us that sufering would accompany

missions, but God uses even sufering for

good (Romans 8:28).

All Christians have a mission

In sum, Christian missions is obeying

Christ, sharing Christ, and relying on Christ.

Specii cally, God sends missionaries through

the support of the church to the unreached.

All Christians, however, have the mission of

reconciliation. The Lord works through them

to rescue the lost. What greater mission can

one fuli l?

What are the pros and cons of

short-term missions?

Although short-term missions have draw-

backs, they can be overcome with Godly

wisdom, training, and heart.

The pros:

1. Short-term missionaries better

understand the ministry and purpose of

missions.

2. Short-term missionaries become more

sacriicial supporters of long-term

missionaries.

3. Short-term missions develop passion

for knowing Christ and making Christ

known.

The cons:

1. Short-term missions are expensive.

2. Short-term missions may not require

“counting the cost.”

3. Short-term missions may not have a

lasting impact.

Conclusion: are short-term

missions worthwhile?

God uses both short and long-term mission-

aries to make disciples of all nations (e.g. the

apostle Paul vs. Timothy). The call and heart

of both types of missionary are most im-

portant. While long-term missionaries carry

out the bulk of missionary work, short-term

missions can lighten the load. Short-term

missions are usually most efective under

the direction of long-term missionaries and

the national church.

Christian missions involves

not only evangelism, but

also discipleship.

GOT QUESTIONS provides Biblical answers to tough 
questions. For more info: www. gotquestions.org

Although missions are ultimately God’s 
work, Christians are responsible to 

understand and share the Gospel and to 
have a strong relationship with Christ.
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G
rowing up, I remember my dad trying

to comfort me with a rhyme after my

heart was broken by a mean, spiteful

word that someone had spoken over me.

My dad said, “Sticks and stones may break

my bones, but words will never hurt me.”

Unfortunately, despite his good intentions,

this couldn’t be further from the truth. You

see, all words, good or bad, are like seeds.

They have the ability and potential to lodge

themselves into our minds as thoughts.

They root and anchor themselves down and

produce after their own kind.

The science of thought
Scientiic studies have proven that our thought

lives directly inluence our physical bodies.

If we reject a thought, before we spend time

meditating on it, it will have no efect on us

(which is really what my dad was implying).

However, if we meditate on that thought we

cause it to build up a memory in our brains that

becomes a mental stronghold. It has also been

proven that every thought releases a chemical

response and has an emotion attached to it as

a response to that thought. As you think on it,

it carries that emotion and chemical response

along a network of nerves that are directly

linked to the rest of your physical body.

You have the choice
Every word released from our (or others’)

mouths is received by our physical senses

as a thought. If we pay attention to that

thought, it will produce an emotional and

chemical response. That response will be

carried throughout our physical bodies and,

depending on whether it is good and healthy

or wicked and fearful, it will produce its very

nature and intent in our lives. It doesn’t matter

if the person who spoke the words meant it

or not. The hearer gets to either receive it and

make it a living memory or reject it and never

have it penetrate his mind or life.

The power of life and death
is in the tongue
Doesn’t that make you want to think twice

before you say any word?! In a nutshell, so

to speak, good, healthy thoughts produce

good, healthy people; and wicked, fearful

thoughts, produce wicked, unhealthy peo-

ple. For this reason, the Bible teaches us to

guard our hearts with great vigilance (the

state of keeping careful watch of possible

danger), because out of them low the is-

sues of life. Whatever we allow to attach itself

to our hearts (mind), will produce in us, the

same nature that lows from it. Proverbs 3:26

says, “For as a man thinks in his heart, so is he.”

God’s Word is incorruptible
Proverbs 17:22, “A merry heart does good, like

medicine, but a broken spirit dries the bones.”

Now, the Bible declares God’s Word as an

incorruptible seed (1 Peter 1:23,25). When it

is received into our thoughts and meditated

on, it produces after its nature (God’s own

nature), bringing peace and life and healing

with it! As we meditate on it, it carries it’s

never-failing and everlasting power into

every area of our lives – chemically and

emotionally afecting everything in our

physical bodies! Proverbs 4:20 says, “For they

(God’s Words) are life to those who ind them,

and health to all their lesh.”

Meditate on the Truth
Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brethren, what-

ever things are true, whatever things are no-

ble, whatever things are just, whatever things

are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever

things are of good report, if there is any virtue

and if there is anything praiseworthy—medi-

tate on these things.” As we make an asserted

efort and a conscious decision to take God’s

Word of truth, and meditate on it, we cause

it to become a rooted memory in our minds

that has the supernatural peace and life of 

God attached to it. Every time we think on it, it 

produces and transmits that peace and life at-

tached to it, to every part of our physical bod-

ies – bringing healing, peace, and well-being. 

ANDRÉ AND JENNY ROEBERT are the founders of 

Faith Broadcasting Network, South Africa. Part of a 

larger ministry, FBN currently reaches a potential of 

251 million homes worldwide, impacting all people 

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For more info visit: 

myfaithtv.com

All words, good or bad, are
like seeds – they root and
anchor themselves down.

—by André and Jenny Roebert

EVERY

Counts!
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Angus, a farming evangelist, is committed to the truth and will take
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evangelist. Whether in a church setting or on the mission field,

Donna is known for bringing a powerful word of the Lord, often

prophetic in nature; and, as Donna usually lays hands on the peo-

ple, the Holy Spirit accompanies the ministry with signs following.
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M
arc Bredenkamp’s iery, fresh, and

bold prophetic ministry continues 

to impact the lives of precious peo-

ple all over the planet. With an irreligious, 

unique prophetic expression, Marc and his 

music team journey into the supernatural 

realm of the prophetic spirit. Within this in-

credible, tangible, saturated, manifestation 

of His Holy Spirit, Christ’s message of hope 

and secrets are revealed. Secrets and myster-

ies that have been hidden in God concerning 

individuals and nations from before the very 

foundations of the earth.

How did you come to know 
the Lord?
I was called to follow satan at the age of 5 

years old At the age of 27 I was about to

Prayer afected the atmosphere, causing the

Holy Spirit to begin to convict me. Realising 

that if I crossed that line I would be lost for all 

eternity, I fell to my knees and simply cried 

out and said, “If there is a God in heaven, 

where are the true Christians?”. Suddenly, 

the heavens went open and I saw angels on 

one side and evil spirits on the other, and I 

just knew they were warring for my soul. The 

power of God supernaturally led me to Ps. 

Harold Weitsz. He has been my pastor and 

spiritual father ever since. 

What is your opinion on 
mentorship and spiritual 
accountability? 
Spiritual Fatherhood and sonship are deeply 

imbedded in Scripture the ultimate expres-

est orchestration of 

ife – The Godhead! 

ing down His life for 

Father, carrying with 

great reward! 

nique method 
ophecies; what 
?
ound’ often plays a 

operating and ex-

power of the pro-

he supernatural di-

ention of God. We 

sound right in the 

g in the cool of the 

Genesis 3. And we 

sound when He re-

“For the Lord Himself 

escend from heaven 

a shout, with the 

voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of

God. And the dead in Christ will rise i rst.” – 1 

Thessalonians 4:16. David played a musical 

instrument and tormenting spirits departed 

from Saul. Elisha said, “Bring me a minstrel 

that I may prophesy.” There are so many Scrip-

tural references and so I have a prophetic 

band that I personally disciple and train in 

‘prophetic’ sound – God uses my personality 

to deliver His Word with a sound that can in-

clude everything from rap to opera!

What would you say to those who 
believe that prophecies are no 
longer Biblically relevant?
Ignorance is the devil’s happy place. If there 

are those who wish to understand what the 

Bible has to say about prophecy today, I 

encourage them to get your previous issue 

where those desiring truth can read the 

article you posted regarding” ‘True Prophets, 

False Prophets, and Prophecy’. Do not 

despise prophecies – 1 Thes 5:20.

You won an award for 
“Outstanding Service to the 
Community” – Can you tell our 
readers a little more about this?
I was doing a lot of work with youth coming 

out of satanism, drugs, prostitution, prisons 

etc. However, the award, given by the 

Caxton Media Group, related specii cally 

to my work on the ground with the gangs 

in Westbury, Johannesburg. I received this 

award because I was able to negotiate peace 

between certain gangs as I spent almost a 

year with them, taking the wounded into 

my home, loving them, caring for them, 

accepting them, and spending a lot of 

time with them. One entire gang laid down 

their arms and one night two gangs came 

to church. It was amazing to see these two 

opposing gangs walking down the aisles 

and giving their lives to Jesus Christ. It 

was just my wife and I and I wish I had the 

resources and manpower I have today, I 

could have done so much more. 

PROPHECY

—by Gillian Fraser

Interview with

Ps Marc Bredenkamp

Marc is a true man of 

God – he brings a unique 

l air into the Kingdom. 

Marc & Mickaelle Bredenkamp



PERSONAL PROPHECY

—by Marc Bredenkamp

MARC BREDENKAMP is the senior pastor of Destiny 

in Umhlanga. He is also recognised as a prophet within 

the body of Christ. You can follow him on Facebook

@MarcBredenkamppropheticExpressions, alternatively 

you can call Destiny Centre on 031 584 6065
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I
f a prophecy is truly from God and received, 

it will produce a ‘measure of faith’, allowing 

one to ‘i ght a good i ght of faith’. One of the 

most powerful ways a believer can wage a 

good spiritual warfare is with a true prophetic 

utterance! Too many Christians are waging a 

bad spiritual warfare. In order to be ef ective, 

in part, to fuli lling prophecy, there are some 

important guidelines to follow:

1) Ensure that prophecies
are recorded
This will ensure that the prophecy can be 

judged, assessed, warred with in the future, 

and determined to be a sure word of proph-

ecy or not! There is no Scriptural reference 

that suggests one can put it ‘on the shelf’. 

It is either a Word from God or not. Always 

write the prophecy down!

2) Determine whether the prophetic 
utterance is from God or not
You judge the prophecy by it’s ‘content’. No 

prophetic utterance will ever violate Scripture. 

Once this is established, the most important 

way to determine whether a prophecy is from 

God or not is to ask yourself if any of the parts 

of the utterance reveal any information about 

yourself that was not known by the person 

prophesying? This is usually a good indicator 

that the ‘secrets’ revealed concerning future 

events are from God.

3) Wage a good warfare
This is an area that most Christians ignore 

and it costs them dearly. A prophetic ut-

terance, whether you receive the proph-

ecy through reading of the Word, inspired 

preaching, a vision, a dream, or prophetic 

utterance from a person, the Word must be 

given ‘a voice’. This is known as ‘The Sword 

Of The Spirit’ – A two edged sword in Scrip-

ture is actually described as a ‘two mouthed 

word’ in the Greek language. God speaks to 

you by the Spirit of Truth, producing ‘rev-

elation’, which now enables you to ‘wage 

a good warfare’, using the ‘Sword Of The 

Spirit’, by speaking that Word; that promise, 

into the atmosphere.

Our most powerful weapon
This piece of our weaponry is a powerful 

of ensive spiritual weapon and when given 

a voice, has the power to punish all satanic 

disobedience that exalts itself against the 

knowledge of God concerning our lives. 

Once God has spoken to you and your 

obedience to that truth is fuli lled, God’s 

divine perspective concerning your life is 

revealed, and will always contradict any 

satanic suggestions or ‘circumstance’. God’s 

Truth always has the power to change our 

circumstances. 

Angels are on our side
The way that you ‘Wage A Good Warfare’, 

is to take the prophecy revealed that 

you believe, and with faith, simply ‘pray 

the prophecy’ aloud by declaring and 

decreeing what God has said, and not 

what ‘some say’, the ‘enemy say’, or the 

‘circumstances say.’ This is how you take 

your prophecy and bring it into fuli lment. 

Giving ‘Voice to God’s Word’, not only 

manifests His Divine Intervention and 

will for our lives, but also activates and 

mobilises His holy angels to assist in the 

warfare where necessary! “Bless the Lord, 

you His angels, who excel in strength, who 

do His word, Heeding the voice of His word.” 

– Psalm 103:20 

“This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made 
concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare.” – 1 Timothy 1:18

With so many false prophets 

around, it is important to 

test prophecies.
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T
he Holy Spirit is a person and has a

personality. Firstly, He has a mind (Rom

8:27). Secondly, He has a will. The Holy

Spirit decides which gifts we are to receive.

“But one and the same Spirit works all these

things, distributing to each one individually just

as He wills.” – 1 Cor 12:11.

Acting according to God’s Will
We are to earnestly desire the best gifts, but the

inal decision lies with the Holy Spirit. The Holy

Spirit therefore makes His own decisions – but

these decisions are always in line with God’s

Word (John 16:13). Even Jesus had the ability

to make His own decisions, but chose to submit

to the Will of the Father (Matt 24:42; John 5:30;

John 14:10). The Holy Spirit is attracted by

hunger in a person and makes a decision on

His own to move towards that individual. “And 

Jesus said, somebody hath touched me: for I 

perceive that virtue is gone out of me.” – Luke 

8:46. The Holy Spirit did not consult with 

Jesus, but went ahead and healed the lady 

that was so desperate for a miracle. Realising 

this had happened, Jesus turned around 

looking for the person. 

Third, the Holy Spirit grieves
(Is 63:10; Eph 4:30). He can be easily wounded 

by the way we talk and behave (Eph 4:30-31). 

For example, when a child of God engages in 

gossip, or becomes bitter, the Holy Spirit is 

wounded. The wounding is so deep that it is 

as the pain one feels at the loss of a loved one. 

Fourth, the Holy Spirit is
responsible for the joy in our lives
(Luke 10:21; 1 Thes 1:6; Gal 5:22). He is so full 

of joy that it radiates from us and is infectious. 

While happiness is an emotion, joy is the 

state of our heart and level of relationship 

with the Holy Spirit. The more time I spend 

with the Person of the Holy Spirit, the more 

intense my joy becomes and at times I end up 

laughing because my human body cannot 

contain so much joy. 

Fifth, the Holy Spirit gives love 
(Rom 15:30). Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, 

looked up with love at his murderers and 

asked God to forgive them. (Acts 7:55-60). The 

Holy Spirit l oods our hearts with such great 

love that we are able to love our enemies. 

Without the Holy Spirit, it is impossible to 

love our enemies. 

Sixth, the Holy Spirit teaches
(John 14:26; 1 Cor 2:13). His name is teacher 

and He gently teaches us everything we 

need to be successful on the earth. The Holy 

spirit teaches us everything we need to 

know concerning our gifting and ministry. 

However, the teaching of the Holy Spirit is 

not just limited to spiritual matters. I have 

written many academic exams carrying 

qualii cations in 12 dif erent i elds of study. 

In most of those exams, it was the Holy Spirit 

who taught me the subject matter. The Holy 

Spirit also taught me how to be successful in 

business. God is interested in every area of 

our life, 24/7, and it is the Holy Spirit who will 

teach you if you will allow Him to. 

Seventh, He testii es about 
Jesus Christ
(John 15:26). The Holy Spirit’s agenda is to 

always reveal Jesus Christ in every need. 

For many, this is the only picture they have 

of the Holy Spirit, yet God the Holy Spirit 

SERIES

The Holy Spirit’s agenda 

is to always reveal Jesus 

Christ in every need.



is interested in every area of our life and

wants us to succeed in our careers, business,

ministries, as a parent, as a student, as

an artist, as a leader, in sports, in health,

i nancially, emotionally, and in relationships. 

Eighth, The Holy Spirit convicts 
the world of sin
(John 16:8). It is not our job to convict or

condemn the world of sin, but rather to

preach the Truth of the Gospel in love. By

ministering God’s Word, the Holy Spirit is

then able to convict sinners. In the absence

of the Holy Spirit, intellectual words and

persuasive language is used to convince

someone to change but only the Holy

spirit can convict that person. Someone

convinced might change their mind later,

but someone convicted will need to i ght

and overcome their heart before they can

change their mind. 

Ninth, The Holy Spirit leads us
According to Scripture, sons are led by the 

Holy Spirit, not children (Rom 8:14). A sign 

of spiritual maturity therefore is the ability 

to be led by the Holy Spirit, and not how 

much of the Word or experience a person 

has. Every believer can mature to the point 

that they too can be led by the Holy Spirit 

daily. In this series in JOY! Magazine, I will 

teach you how to be led by the Holy Spirit. 

For a very detailed teaching on this subject, 

I recommend my CD set, The Person of the 

Holy Spirit. This article will be continued in 

the next issue of JOY! 

SIVA MOODLEY is 

a pastor, preacher,

and author, he also 

has a daily TV show. 

For the broadcast

schedule, more info 

on his ministry or to 

purchase his new

series on the Person 

of the Holy Spirit, call 

011 792 2266 or visit 

sivamoodley.com

Without the Holy Spirit, 

it is impossible to love 

our enemies.
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B
eing a dad is important and rarely

celebrated. Can we just take a minute

to celebrate dads? If you’re reading this

and you’re a dad, I want you to emphatically

know—you matter! A whole lot. Science

proves it, and psychology proves it, but most

importantly, you prove it each day that you

stand in the gap for your family in this world.

Each day that you lead them, love them,

provide for them, protect them, and teach

them, you are fulilling the greatest task

you’ll ever be charged with— fatherhood.

In this article we openly discuss the

challenges that face us as men and provide

viable solutions. In your honour, here are 5

essential qualities a determined dad brings

to his children.

1. Motivation

You are the catalyst for your child’s motiva-

tion. You never give up on them no matter

how challenging it can get. And you continu-

ally spur them to do better, work harder, care

deeper, and excel to the best of their abilities.

Our children long to make us proud. Here’s a

favourite quote:“My father gaveme the great-

est gift anyone could ever give another per-

son: he believed inme.”— Coach JimValvano.

2. Moral compass

It’s our sacred duty to instil right from wrong

in our kids. We accomplish this by example.

We don’t just tell them how to live, they learn

by watching us do it every day. As the wise

Proverbs tells us, “Start children of on the way

they should go, and even when they are old

they will not turn from it.”

3. Stability

There are medical conditions and chemical

imbalances that go beyond our control as

parents. However, in an otherwise healthy

child, the presence of and relationship with

their dad is key to the mental health of

children. ‘Daddy issues’ is not just cultural

slang. It’s real. Never abdicate your authority

and duty as a father to your kids. The wrong

things will be waiting to ill the void left

behind. Stand irm.

4. Discipline

By illing your natural discipline role, you’re

providing consequence to action. Solid

parental discipline is a balance between

nurturing and structure. We set clear

expectations, enforce rules consistently, and

teach personal responsibility. We earned

respect not by yelling or bullying, but by

simply ensuring there will be a consequence

of both good and bad actions.

5. Providing security

In the eyes of a little child, the world is BIG.

And so are you, dad. You’re Superman.

We cherish that role and earn it each day.

Security is born from one place: love. Keep

on loving your family.

In the eyes of a little child,

the world is BIG. And so are

you, dad.
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Celebrate Dads
—by All Pro Dad

5 reasons to

ALL PRO DAD  are a group of people passionately 
committed to bringing intentional focus to fathers 
around the world. Visit: www.Allprodad.com



FLAPJACKS FOR DAD
Ingredients:

Method:               

1. In a large bowl, whisk together the l our, sugar, baking powder, salt, 

and nutmeg.

2. In another bowl, beat the Nulaid eggs and then whisk in the milk and 

vanilla.

3. Melt the butter in a large pan.

4. Whisk the butter into the milk mixture, add to the l our mixture, and 

whisk until a thick batter is formed.

5. Keeping the pan at medium to medium low heat, ladle about 1/4 cup 

of the batter onto the pan, to make a pancake. Make one or two more 

l apjacks, taking care to keep them evenly spaced apart. Cook until 

bubbles break the surface of the l apjacks, and the undersides are 

golden brown, about 2 minutes. Flip with a spatula and cook about 

1 minute more on the second side. Serve immediately or transfer to 

a platter and cover loosely with foil to keep warm. Repeat with the 

remaining batter, adding more butter to the pan as needed. 

* Recipe from Food Network Kitchen

fresh

eggs
give better

RESULTs

Brought to you by Nulaid

nutmeg



W
hen you knowwhatwomenwant

from men, it is much easier to

navigate relationships. There are

5 things thatmenmust know aboutwomen.

Women desire to “feel” these things, not just

know them logically. Men must know that:

1Women want to feel
loved

Many women feel insecure about our love

for them. There are two things that we men

can do about it. First, reassure her. In times

of conlict with our wives, we should tell

themwe love them nomatter what and that

everything will be okay—“I love you. We’ll

get through this.” When she’s upset, she

doesn’t need space, she needs a hug and to

be held. Second, pursue her. Women need

to be pursued throughout the relationship,

just as we pursued them before we got

married.

Women want to feel
understood

Women need us to understand how they

think and feel, even though that is virtually

impossible. It would help us to understand

that most women’s thought lives are like

computers, with multiple windows open

and processing all at once. Unlike men

who can only process one thing at a time,

women are constantly juggling multiple

thoughts and emotions all at the same time.

On more than one occasion, I’ve watched

my wife, daughters, and their friends having

a conversation where three of them were

talking at once about three diferent things.

And guess what, they all understood each

other! So, hopefully, if we can generally

understand howwomen think, we might be

better able to understand how they feel.

3Women want to feel
emotionally secure

Women want security. Yes, inancial security

is important, but it comes second to emo-

tional security. Women do think about the

house, bills, and tuition, but feeling emotion-

ally connected and knowing we are there for

her, nomatter what, is what really matters.

Women want to feel
listened to

Men, she doesn’t want us to ix it, she just

wants us to listen. She doesn’t want or need

our solution to theproblem, even if she asked

for our opinion. She does want us to under-

Relationships are a lot easier

when you put yourself in

your partner’s shoes.
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Men must know about Women

—by All Pro Dad

5 Things



ALL PRO DAD  are a group of people passionately committed to bringing 
intentional focus to fathers around the world. Visit: www.Allprodad.com
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als the truth of Psalm 112, 

the one who fears the Lord 

acious, full of compassion, 

established. They cannot be 

ed. They are uncompromising-

d consistently right eous. Their 

eousness endures forever.

UNEARTH THE KEYS TO 

BEING TRULY PROSPEROUS

stand how she’s feeling about the problem and identify with her in 

that feeling—“Thanks for sharing that with me” or “I’m so sorry that 

happened” might be good words to consider saying to her.

 

5 Women want to feel beautiful
She needs to know, deep within, that we � nd her beautiful 

and that we only have eyes for her. She doesn’t just want to know, 

“Am I beautiful?” but, “Am I beautiful to him?” There may be many 

mirrors in your home, but the mirror that means most to your wife 

is you. 

There may be many mirrors in your home, 

but the mirror that means most to your 

wife is you.



ADVICE

L
yn and I recently spoke at a marketplace 

leaders’ retreat. On the Sunday morning 

I shared Ephesians 5:26-27 with them, 

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved 

the church and gave himself up for her to make 

her holy, cleansing her by the washing with 

water through the word”. Every time I have 

heard someone speak on this topic, the 

application has been that husbands should 

read Scripture to their wives. In reality, few 

husbands do this, and I suspected the men 

were waiting for the usual “read the Bible to 

your wife” lecture.

Speak life over your wife

Instead I asked the men to take a moment, 

and ask God for a rhema, a fresh word for 

their wives. What did they believe God 

wanted to say to their wives, right then and 

there? The men took a moment and asked 

the Father to speak. Then I asked them to 

share those words, to speak them over their 

wives. Earlier in the weekend, I had noticed 

a couple where the temperature between 

them seemed in minus territory; their body 

language indicated that they were not really 

on intimate terms. A day-and-a-half later, 

when this same man shared the rhema word 

with his wife, she was in tears.

Why did I do this exercise? 

Look at the verse in the Greek translation;

it is not talking about reading the Bible to

your wife, since the word used is rhema,

(the spoken word of God) and not logos, the

printed word.

Isn’t this precisely what Jesus does for us?

He speaks afresh, He speaks new, He doesn’t

just mail us regulations. As Christ loves us

husbands, giving us a fresh word each day, so

we are instructed to share a fresh, life-giving

word with our wives each day. 

Are you considering your

wife’s needs?

This instruction has implications: to hear

a fresh word for our wives we need to be

listening to God ourselves as a matter

of routine. We also need to be carefully

considering our wives: how are they doing,

what are their perceived needs, what would

encourage them, what are their dreams,

what might be troubling them? Wives no

more want a lecture from the Bible, via their

husbands, than we want a root canal.

Ask God for a word!

Does this mean I neglect my Bible and just

wait for a fresh word? Of course not. Reading

Scripture is one way to press pause on a busy

day, creating space and time for the Spirit to

insert a rhema into our distracted busyness.

The key point, husbands, is that God expects

us to ask Him for a fresh word for our wives.

How often? Well, how often would you like

your wife to bath, shower, clean up?

Married or single, this still applies

What if you are reading this and you are single?

Developing the habit of hearing God’s whisper

is preparation for marriage. Practice sharing

uplifting words with others. Care enough to

wash those around you with fresh water. All of

us, single and married, can imagine how much

healthier the Body of Christ would be

if we all cared enough to ro

seek God for a “word in seas

those close to us.

BRETT JOHNSON is the author

of numerous books including 50

Principles of Faith-based Financi

Visit www.repurposing.biz

—by Brett Johnson
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To hear a fresh word for 

our wives, we need to be 

listening to God ourselves.

Speaking life over your wife
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MARRIAGE

M
other Theresa said, “If you want to

change the world, go home and love

your family!” This statement bears

special signii cance in a society where family

breakdown is endemic. Abraham Lincoln

said, “The strength of a nation lies in the

homes of its people.” This fact is indisputable.

The family is the backbone of the Christian

Church, and of society as a whole. History

shows that if any society wants to survive,

it must uphold, strengthen, and continue

to build upon the Biblical institutions of

marriage and the family. Marriage and family

is God’s idea. It existed in the mind of God

before the foundations of the world. Both 

marriage and family were established in the 

earth as an express act of God’s will to bless 

and protect nations! Marriage and family are 

therefore God’s blessings to men, women, 

children, and nations. 

Marriage existed before
the Church
Marriage is the irst and most ancient of

human institutions. Before there were

governments, the Church, or any human

institution, marriage existed. Genesis 1:27-

28, declares, “And God created man in his own

image: in the image of God he created him: male 

and female he created them. And God blessed 

them, saying: Increase and multiply, and i ll 

the earth…” Signii cantly, God blessed a man 

and a woman in marriage. He sanctions no 

other union. The Family Manifesto says, “God 

created marriage so that a man and a woman 

could glorify God as one l esh, parent Godly 

children, and enjoy sexual intimacy. As iron 

sharpens iron, God uses marriage to sharpen 

a man and a woman into the image of Jesus 

Christ.” God established marriage on the 

earth to symbolise the sacred relationship 

between His Son, Jesus and His Bride – the 

Church. Ephesians 5:22 -27, underscores this 

truth, “Wives submit to your own husbands, 

as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of 

the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; 

and He is the Saviour of the body. Therefore, 

just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the 

wives be to their own husbands in everything. 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 

loved the church and gave Himself for her, that 

He might sanctify and cleanse her with the 

washing of water by the word, that He might 
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God’s purpose for marriage 

is the blessing, welfare, and 

fuli lment of mankind.

MarriageThe blessing of



present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 

any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”

God blesses marriages and families
God’s purpose for marriage is the blessing, welfare, and fulilment 

of mankind. Marriage is a cornerstone institution. It is the glue that 

holds society together. From marriage a family is established. God 

blessed the family, which is the natural and most fundamental 

group unit of society. The family existed in God’s mind before the 

foundations of the world. God created mankind because He wanted 

a Family. He is a God of Family – our Father. God established the 

earthly family for our health, welfare, and prosperity. Contemporary »

God has called His Church to proclaim 

the truth about marriage and family to a 

dark and dying world.

God established marriage on the earth to 

symbolise the sacred relationship between 

His Son – Jesus, and His Bride – the Church.
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culture is openly hostile to Biblical 

Christianity. As a result, attacks on God-given 

institutions like marriage and family are 

escalating mainly in western society.

Currently, there are huge ef orts 

to redei ne marriage and the family to 

legitimise sin. The Family Manifesto says, 

“The Bible dei nes the Family through God’s 

instructions for married couples to have 

children whether by birth or adoption. The 

purpose of the Family is to glorify and honour 

God by forming the spiritual, emotional,

physical, and economic foundations for

individuals, the Church and every society on

earth.”

Society collapses when families
break down
But when families break down, entire soci-

eties collapse. Family breakdown impacts

every sector of society, including the Church.

Psalm 11:3 asks the question, “If the founda-

tions are destroyed what can the righteous

do?” The family is the irst learning institu-

tion that children are exposed to. “It is in the

home that manhood and womanhood are

modelled. It is in the home where moral val-

ues are taught by parents and where the re-

ality of relationship with Jesus Christ is mod-

elled. Signii cantly, however, the Family is still 

God’s original and primary means of produc-

ing godly of spring and passing on godly 

values from generation to generation.” Mar-

riage and family is in crisis – divorce and fam-

ily breakdown is at an all-time high in South 

Africa. Research indicates that only 35% of 

children live with both biological parents.

This means most children live in fatherless

homes. Family breakdown and fatherless-

ness has devastated South African society.

Most of the social ills ravaging our communi-

ties can be traced to family breakdown. Con-

sequently, to ix our society we must irst ix

our marriages and families. We cannot build

a strong, healthy, and prosperous society on 

broken families. 

Step up, Church!
God has called His Church to proclaim 

the truth about marriage and family to a 

dark and dying world. However, before 

we proclaim God’s truth about marriage 

and family, we must i rst live that truth! A 

living demonstration of God’s intention for 

marriage and family is the most powerful 

and impactful thing we can do. People 

need to see – not just hear – what Biblical 

marriage and family looks like. It starts with 

us! The Church of Jesus Christ is called to be 

a light to the nations. Marriage and family 

breakdown is devastating our communities. 

We, God’s people, can and must reverse this 

curse by living God’s Word in our marriages 

and families and by demonstrating God’s 

true purpose for these vital institutions. 

Marriage is a cornerstone 

institution. It is the glue that 

holds society together.
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I
ntercourse is the fuli lment of an entire 

process. Many men complain about their 

wives not wanting to be intimate with 

them but it’s important for us men to ask the 

question, “What can I do dif erently to make 

myself irresistible to my wife?”. 

Men and women are dif erent

It is important to educate ourselves and dis-

cuss these dif erences with empathy. Empathy 

is: understanding someone else’s experience 

from their frame of reference. Can you answer 

the question “What turns my spouse on”? 

Sex is a barometer 

Often when your spouse is closed sexually, 

it is an indicator that something is not quite 

right. Don’t accept this as the normal state 

of your married life. Ask yourself, what are 

they hurt about? Are we spending adequate 

exclusive time together? Are we getting into 

a rut? Is there unforgiveness? Don’t attack 

them, rather minister to them. 

Sex must be guarded

from its thieves 

What stops you and your spouse from being 

intimate? Common ones are kids, work, routine, 

exhaustion, dif erent sleep patterns (night owl 

VS early bird). It’s important to i ght for your 

time together. If you are not intentional about 

it, the thieves will devour you. 

Conversing during sexual intimacy

Sex has a verbal aspect that can have a nega-

tive or positive impact. Communicate appre-

ciation for what they say. How do you feel if 

your spouse says something fairly adminis-

trative right after you have been intimate? 

Help your spouse to know that you enjoy 

them!

Be romantic

Many couples are not romantic because they 

don’t feel competent in this department. 

If you don’t see yourself as a romantic, you 

tend to not even bother trying. Don’t make 

your spouse have to guess what you like. 

Rather, tell them. Ladies remember that 

there is a book called Men Read Newspapers, 

not Minds. 

Get out of the rut

Think of dif erent environments for romance; 

dif erent ways of initiating; dif erent times,

etc. Don’t become too predictable. It’s

important to keep adapting to each other’s

changing needs. Get healed. The best gift you

can give your spouse is your own personal

wholeness. If you have guilt, fear, or shame

in this area – it’s important that you do not

project them onto your spouse. Remember,

you are a gift to your spouse, make sure you

are delivered on time and well wrapped. 

Love gives, lust gets

Focus on blessing your spouse in this area. 

When their emotional bank account is full 

of your love, you will i nd them becoming 

the best version of themselves. Don’t place 

demands on your spouse whilst not being 

willing to i ll their love tank. Love focuses on 

giving. Lust focuses on getting. Sex, in the 

context of marriage, is a safe place where 

intimacy is built and love is expressed. No 

one should be forced to do things they are 

not comfortable with and the dignity of 

either party should be preserved. 

Self-coni dence

Have conversations that make your spouse 

feel more coni dent with their sexuality. 

Coni dence is critical in sex, and you can do a 

lot to boost your spouse’s coni dence in this 

area. Don’t underestimate the fragile nature 

of the masculine ego. Speak to the treasure 

in each other and you will see more of this 

treasure manifesting in

your relationship. 

Sex is a safe place where 

intimacy is built and love 

is expressed.

PAUL NYAMUDA is the 

senior pastor of Go Christian 

Church in Centurion. He 

has authored 30 books 

on marriage, leadership, 

personal mastery, and 

business. Visit www.

paulnyamuda.com. The 

Inner Life is available on 

Amazon.



I
’ve studied spiritual warfare for more than

twenty years, and I’m continually reminded

of how the enemy attacks Christian

marriages. From the Garden of Eden (Genesis

3), he has sought to lure individuals and

couples into his traps. He wants to weaken

or destroy marriages, and he delights when

children are wounded in the process. Without

suggesting a “the devil made me do it”

philosophy, I list here some of the enemy’s

primary tools I’ve seen over the years:

Neglect
The same couple that spent all their dat-

ing time together, grows apart after the wed-

ding day. The neglect is usually subtle, though

– which is the way the enemy often works.

Sin
We can’t get around this one. Regard-

less of what the sin is, disobedience that

weakens one’s relationship with God also

weakens our relationship with our spouse.

3Blame
That’s what Adam did in the Garden,

and what we often do. “When it’s not my

fault, I don’t have to worry about changing.

My spouse does.”

4Selfishness
Too often, couples commit themselves

to one another until “death does us part”

during the wedding ceremony, but then live

as if the other doesn’t exist.

5Secrets
Anytime we’re hiding anything –

especially from our spouse – the enemy’s

winning in some way. Honesty breaks the

enemy’s strongholds.

Anger
Many of us have lived this experience.

Uncontrolled, unleashed anger can destroy

the bond between husband and wife.

7Prayerlessness
A couple that does not pray together

misses an opportunity to strengthen their

marriage. In fact, their prayerlessness says

they can handle marriage without God’s

help.

Pornography
Increasingly, both males and females

struggle with this sin that reduces human

beings to an image and implies that our

spouses aren’t good enough for us.

9Financial fights
That happens especially when we live

for wealth and security, most often doing

so at the expense of spending quality and

quantity time with our spouse.

1 Offspring trouble
From Genesis 4 (Cain’s killing

Abel), the enemy has attacked our children.

Too often, their struggles result in conlict

between mom and dad.

1 Adultery
As satan often does, he magniies

the temporary pleasure of sin over the

devastating long-term efects of crossing

that line. Families then pay the price for our

bad choices.

1 Divorce
Even with the exception clauses of

Matthew 19, we cannot conclude that God

ever delights in divorce. The enemy does.

Join me today in praying God’s protection

around our marriages.
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“Join me today in

praying God’s protection

over our marriages. “
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Southern Baptist Convention.

Satan Attacks Christian Marriages
—by Chuck Lawless
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S
everal months ago, we took a trip to 

my sister’s house in another town for 

a week. It’s always fun to watch all the 

little cousins playing together. My kids love 

their cousins’ house because they have a big 

basement, and that basement is a toy won-

derland. One part of the basement that my 

son zeroed in on was the video gaming sys-

tem. Normally, we have daily time restrictions 

– but we i gured we would let it go since we 

were on vacation. He played for hours a day, 

rarely choosing to do anything else. We were 

surprised by how his personality changed. 

He became more irritable, self-focused, and 

prone to disobedience. The amount the 

cousins fought was closely connected to how 

much video game time they had.

The gaming system

controlled my son

We i nally decided to cut it of  and my son 

l ipped. The gaming system had complete 

control over him. Through it, he was getting 

stimulation, but it was costing him relation-

ally. So we explained to him that our highest 

priority as a family is having good relation-

ships with each other; therefore, his gaming 

cycle needed to be broken. If you have a kid 

with a video game addiction, here are 3 op-

tions you can use to make a change. Note: I’m 

not against video games. In fact, I love playing 

with my kids. However, I have seen the nega-

tive ef ects i rst-hand and also have seen the 

benei ts of each of the options below.

Option 1:

Designate times

Video games train kids to expect instant 

gratii cation and results. The more they play, 

the more they expect life to give them things 

easily. The only way to i ght that is to restrict 

their playing. Limit the amount of time they 

are able to play video games daily. We used to 

have a half an hour limit each day. Friends of 

ours have a weekend only policy. Keeping this 

restriction will help them understand what it 

takes to set limits on themselves. Have them set 

a timer. When the buzzer goes of , the system

goes of . If they don’t set the timer and don’t

stop voluntarily, then give them a consequence.

Option 2: Make them

earn game time

Option 1 works well, but I must say that this 

option has been even more ef ective. This 

negates some of the feelings of instant grati-

i cation because they have to put the work in

beforehand. Make them complete their school 

work and chores in order to play video games. 

You could also allow them to earn video game 

time based on how they treat people, particu-

larly you and your partner, and their siblings. 

This also reduces their sense of entitlement.

Option 3:

Take it away

You can take it away from them in two ways. 

First, you can take video games away from 

them as the i rst consequence to any wrong 

committed. When they are disobedient, they 

lose a day. When they lie, they lose a week or 

more. You can use this in conjunction with 

option 2 also. When they are disobedient they 

lose the privilege, but they can reduce the 

lost time by serving the family in a big way. 

The second way is to get rid of it altogether. 

A child does not need video games to have 

a rich childhood. If your child can’t handle it, 

toss it. Your family may be better of . 

Video games train kids 

to expect instant 

gratii cation and results.

PARENTING

Are Your Kids Addicted To

VIDEO GAMES?

BJ FOSTER is the Director of Content Creation for All Pro

Dad and a married father of two.

Visit www.allprodad.com
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BERNADETTE CHIPONDA is a pastor at CTRMI, Christ the Rock Ministries International, in Centurion. She is passionate about women empowerment, singles, 
intercession, and deliverance. Contact her on bernadettechiponda@ctrmi.co.za

B
eing established starts deep inside us, our “inner being,” referred to as ‘the heart’. In James 5:8 we are told to: “Establish your hearts, for the

coming of the Lord is at hand.” To have an established heart is to put your heart in divine order and maintain that state. How do we get our

heart established? To be well established, we need to work on the root system of our lives. Paul prays for in Eph 3:16-19,“that out of his

glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray

that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep

is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be illed to the measure of all the fullness of God.” Paul’s ultimate

goal for established believers is that they reach the “measure of fullness.” Therefore, he starts with our “inner being” being “rooted and established in

love.” Why? “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that

the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole

measure of the fullness of Christ.” – Eph 4:11-13. We are to mature in our experience of Jesus, each partaking in our service to the Body of Christ,

until we all reach the “measure of the fullness of Christ.” The focus is our roots, not our fruit, (or work for God). Not the expanse f

inluence, or the strength of our stem (stature). It starts at the ‘inner being’, our heart: Roots built on Chris

MICHELLE DU TOIT is passionate about bringing people into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. She r
ministry, shares biblical treasures on her blog hearttreasure.net and jointly organised the annual Beauty for
speaks, facilitates retreats and presents workshops. michelledt@global.co.za | www.hearttreasure.net

A
s a young Christian girl, I was taught to trust and ask God for a partner at an early age. I recall sincerely praying for a spouse in my early 

twenties, yet nothing prepared me for the long-wait I had to endure before getting married. I discovered during the time I was single 

that it wasn’t just a matter of “waiting upon the Lord”, but it was an era characterised by heartbreaks and peer / social pressures, as 

my sisters, friends, and most colleagues of my age group were getting married. It became frustrating attending weddings and bridal / baby 

showers, when clearly nothing was happening to me. My initial reaction was to take matters into my own hands by turning to the advice 

of secular magazines, the internet, books, and singles’ seminars. I compromised my ideals and became more accommodating, but still, that 

didn’t bring the marriage. I threw myself fully at my career for a season, but after a while I panicked because my biological clock was ticking. 

I started asking questions, “Where is the Lord, why He has not answered my prayer, or was I meant to be alone for the rest of my life?” When I 

decided to seek the Lord’s will for my relationships, it was my turning point. I realised that I had started to pray for a spouse, but did not persist 

in prayer. I had often heard that ‘in prayer there will be setbacks, but never retreat.’ Yet I stopped praying every time there was a setback; I had 

allowed discouragement, fear, and depression to take over. I readily tried the advice of friends, but never really asked the Holy Spirit to guide 

me concerning my individual situation – instead I rushed into relationships. Despite the odds, I got married at the age of 38 years, and I learnt 

many priceless lessons that I share in my new book to be released this winter, Sick & Tired of being single. 

– Col 2:6-7

– Genesis 2:18

Bernadette Chiponda 
TRUSTING THE LORD FOR A HUSBAND

Michelle Du Toit
ROOTS BUILT ON CHRIST OUR ROCK
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W
hen we gathered as a church this past Sunday,

we had such a wonderful time praising and

worshipping the Lord. At one stage, one of the

pastors brought a word from the Lord. We were reminded

that Jesus gave His life on the Cross to express His love for the

Father and for us. His purpose was to create in us a new heart.

A heart that would not look to please man, but rather serve

the Father to the point that we would be despised and even

rejected. But we would have nothing to fear, as His grace

would be there for us. He spoke of how the Lord wanted to

remove things that still have importance in our lives and to

separate us from the world. Time is short and He wants to use

us like never before with hearts that are tender and open to

Him. The Lord was encouraging us to seek His face and not to

lose time running after vain things, but to be concerned by

His kingdom. How He wanted to restore our irst love so that

all we do for Him is an expression of that love. The presence

of the Lo d ibl d h

brother w

I was re

Christian

that I ha

that mo

aware of

and my d

be rekind

more. I a

people a

knees in t

Lord also

of their i

It was suc

time that

inspired t

believe th

church sh

be like th

every tim

meet.

AUDREY HARDY is an international speaker and songwriter. She’s married to 

Miki Hardy and co-founded ctmi. For more information:  audrey@ctmi.org

this against you; 

e abandoned your 

– Rev 2:4

WHAT A SUNDAY!

Audrey Hardy 

J
esus tells us in Luke 19:13 to “occupy and do business un-

til He comes.” In this parable, the worker who opted to do 

nothing with the money that he was given was described 

as “wicked”, and greater authority was given to those who ap-

preciated their resources ef ectively. God expects an ROI, a re-

turn on His investments. One of the best ways to do Kingdom 

business is to join a network that is committed to do business 

that reaps Kingdom benei ts. I’d like to extend a special invita-

tion to all women to join the Global Forum for Women Entrepre-

neurs, a network that encourages women to occupy the busi-

ness gate and to trade with one another in a Kingdom manner, 

with ethics and integrity. The network is building a presence in 

all nations around the world and of ers opportunities and plat-

forms to do business on a global level. The network also gath-

ers women to be taught and equipped in ‘KINGDOM-NOMICS’, 

and to learn how to do business according to the original blue-

print of heaven. The Network subscribes to the “Tzedakah” 

principle of charitable giving and encourages women to allow 

God to use them to help the vulnerable and the needy, accord-

ing to Matthew 25:35-45. Don’t strive to do business alone, join 

a network of Kingdom women and make a dif erence. Get a 

chance to be a part of an Ubuntu-led network that 

has a mandate to help grow your busi-

ness and build entrepreneurs who can 

facilitate Kingdom expansion and ful-

i l Kingdom mandates. If you are led 

to be a part of this network, contact 

us on info@gfwe.co.za. If you are in 

South Africa or London, we will con-

nect you to the chapter nearest you. 

Connect on Facebook – Global Forum 

for Women Entrepreneurs. Twitter and 

links to the pages can be found through 

@RevPearl, and on Facebook and 

on Instagram as ‘Pearl Kupe’. 

Do you want to do 
business, God’s way?
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DR. PEARL KUPE is 

an attorney, Executive 

Coach, & International 

consultant to World 

leaders & Interna-

tional organisations. 

Email  pearl.kupe@

gmail.com



I
f you are one of many who are just plain sick and tired of your everyday 

dry, cracked, red itchy or l aky skin, then now might just be the time to 

toss out your old conventional artii cial moisturiser and try the latest in 

hi ldi l i h l Gloves In A Bottle.

er that protects your skin

ween a shielding lotion and a general 

l moisturiser is that artii cial conventional 

gned to l ood the external surface of the 

moisture. By contrast, Gloves in A Bottle 

hieve 2 key requirements when trying to 

blish a healthy vital skin. These are

ural moisture, lipids and oils of the skin for 

urishment through all 7 layers of the skin, 

out

moisture depleting irritants that our skin 

act with on a daily basis such as solvents, 

, dirt etc

Gloves in A Bottle af ords the user the 

keep the good stuf  in and the bad stuf  

inevitably the end result of the loss of 

sture, oils and lipids of the skin.

from the inside out

ttle has been specii cally designed to 

ove and has been scientii cally proven 

to be 6 times more ef ective than artii cial conventional moisturisers. 

Once applied, it creates a totally invisible and undetectable layer on 

the outer most layer of the skins surface whilst still allowing for your 

skin to breathe and perspire optimally.

 Unlike artii cial moisturisers, Gloves in A Bottle does not wash of  and 

comes of  through natural exfoliation. A single application will last 4 – 12 

hours allowing for maximum benei t ie protection and nourishment from 

the inside out. 

Recommended by dermatologists 

Gloves In A Bottle is manufactured in the USA by the leaders in Shielding 

lotion technology and is recommended and used internationally by more 

than 9500 Dermatlogists and medical practitioners. It is gentle enough to 

used on a baby’s bum to lock out the uric acid, yet robust enough that 

it is used to by some of the largest industrial organisations that include 

the fuel, manufacturing, hospital, agriculture, chemical & construction 

industries to mention but a few. Once applied, it leaves your skin with a 

smooth satin feel and is suitable for use on your hands, face, body and feet. 

Ensure a healthy skin

With more than 10 000 000 bottles sold and the fact that a single 240ml 

bottle will last 6 -12 months ( more than 400 applications per bottle) at an 

average cost of R20 per month, can you af ord not to give it a try? Take a 

step out of the box, try Gloves In A Bottle and give your body the platform 

to utilise its own natural moisture, lipids and oils for what they were 

designed for – creating a healthy vital skin. The results are truly amazing. 

ASHIELDINGLOTIONANDHOWITJUSTMAYCHANGEYOURLIFE

AVAILABLE AT SELECTED PHARMACIES COUNTRYWIDE, BUY ONLINE AT WWW.GLOVESINABOTTLE.CO.ZA

GLOVES TLEIN A

DRY SKIN CARE 
AND PROTECTION 

LIKE NEVER 
BEFORE





T
he story of Joseph provides many nuggets of truth and 

pragmatic lessons to believers who are willing to study 

the passage in depth. As a Christian investor into precious 

metals, the story of Joseph is particularly relevant to me. 

Joseph’s story
After an incredible journey that began at the bottom of a pit 

(Gen 37:24), Joseph becomes the grand steward of all of Egypt 

(Gen 41:41). In Genesis 41:57, we read that ‘…all the earth came to 

Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe over all 

the earth.’ Through his wisdom, obedience, and integrity, Joseph 

was an example of God’s provision and love not only to his own 

people, but to many nations around the world. God’s Name 

reigned high amongst the foreign nations in the days of Joseph.

A wise investor invests in the real thing
In past articles, I have tried to clarify that silver and gold are the 

most honest type of money in existence. What we think is money 

is merely currency that is declared to have value by the state. 

History is replete with examples of money becoming worthless. 

Think of the photos of kids in Germany during World War 2 

playing on the streets with wheel-barrows full of worthless paper 

currency. I certainly do not remember children or adults playing 

with worthless silver and gold coins on the streets. Why? Because 

it is real money, not merely a derivative of the real thing.

How does this story apply to those who invest 
in precious metals?
The lesson for Christians is simply this: be wise in how you 

invest and save, for if you do so wisely, you too may become 

God’s instrument of blessing others during times of famine and 

economic turmoil; just like Joseph! Through our wisdom and 

obedience, God’s Name as a provider to all his children may reign 

high in our street, neighbourhood, country, and perhaps like in 

the case of Joseph, throughout the whole world. 

Silver-sphere is your hassle-free South African silver bullion supplier. We sell investment quality 
silver bullion in the form of legal tender coins, rounds, and bars from North and South America, 
Australia, and Europe. We strive to be Christ honouring in our business, unparalleled in our service, 
and always available for advice and guidance about any of our stocked silver bullion products. 

Silve pherS
c o l l e c t a c k i n v e s t

e

AAANNNN EEEEEXXXAAAAMMMPPPLLLEEEE OOFF GGGOOOODDDDD’’SSS 
LLLOOOOVVVVVEEEE AAAANNNDDDDD PPPRRROVVVISSSIIOOOOOONNNN

DR. ZOLTAN ERDEY – Cell: 083 561 2375  
E-mail: sales@silver-sphere.co.za  |  www.silver-sphere.co.za
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PROF GERRIE BESTER PhD CA(SA)
profgerrie@cfwc.co.za | 082 851 7383

W
e have learnt that the Word of God does not teach us 

that it is a sin to have debt. He warns us against the 

slavery characteristics and risks thereof, such as draining 

your wealth, but does not say that it is a sin in itself. There is an 

important fact from the Word of Abba Father that we need to 

consider before incurring debt – God never used debt as method 

of provision for His children in the Bible. He promises to provide for 

His children in many ways, but never used loans as a method to do 

so. Interesting isn’t it? 

Let’s look to the Bible 
Let us study a promise from the Word of 

Abba Father concerning the provision for 

His children from the following verse: “The 

Lord will open for you His good storehouse, 

the heavens, to give rain to your land in its 

season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to 

many nations, but you shall not borrow.” – Deuteronomy 28:12. The 

Hebrew language “paints” pictures in two of the words included 

is this verse. The Hebrew word translated as the words “lend” and 

“borrow” are the same word in Hebrew, namely “la’vah”. Because of 

the context in which “la’vah” is used in this verse however, it has 

dif erent pictures that it paints. The “la’vah” translated as “lend” in 

this verse has the meaning “to unite” or to “weave together”. The 

context of “la’vah” translated as “borrow” however has the meaning 

of “being placed under an obligation”.

God’s amazing promises
Looking at this you see a deeper meaning in this promise from 

Abba Father in this verse: He promises to bless His children and 

bless the work of their hands in such way that the fruit generated 

from this will be sui  cient to bind together or unite nations – yet 

His children will be free from the obligation of needing to enter 

into a debt that enslaves you. How incredible 

is the Word of Abba Father? There is however 

a prerequisite for this blessing listed in 

Deuteronomy 28:1 – the promise is made to 

those who “diligently obey the Lord your God.”

What is God’s Will for us?
God’s dream for us, His children, is to live our lives free from 

the obligation of debt. He provides for us, but it remains our 

responsibility to manage this provision. We can save, spend, or give 

it away – but He warns that when we spend more than what was 

given to us, debt will “gladly” enter the arena to put us under the 

weight of its obligation. There is something we have remember: It 

doesn’t matter how much God provides – if we spend more than 

we have, we will always be bound in debt! 

WWWWHHHAAATTT DDDDOEEES THHHEEE WWWWOORD OFF GGOOOODD 
SSSAYYY AAAABOOUUTT DDEBTT? 

–––– PPAART 3
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MINISTRY

God’s dream for us is to 
live our lives free from the 
obligation of debt.



O
ne million Rand – to many high level

entrepreneurs, one million Rand may

not sound like very much. But to a

young man in the township of Kwadabeka,

Durban, it was a dream that he intended to

reach, and beyond. Andile was born into a

country in which one in four of his young

adult peers were unemployed. Not only

that, but South Africa has one of the largest

disparities between the wealthy and the poor,

in the entire world. His odds were not in his

favour. Everyone was looking for work—any

job to help put food on the table— making

the competition in the job market high; but

Andile had a diferent plan.

Humble beginnings
Armed with a camera rather than a CV, Andile

had an eye for photography and a creative

mind. He searched for whatever he could get

his hands on that would sharpen his business

skills as he dreamed to build his own media

company. From a young age, he spent many

of his days playing with his father’s Nikon

ilm camera and Sony video camera. But like

many, he gained the technical knowledge,

but didn’t quite know how to turn those skills

into a thriving business. He knew how to

shoot photos, record videos, and edit footage,

but how does one market a business, manage

cash low, keep proper records, and budget

successfully? These were the vital skills he

needed in order to launch his one million

Rand dream.

The hard work began
After registering his company in 2011, Andile

inally found what he was looking for—an

entrepreneur development programme that

would give him the foundation he needed.

Not only that, but he was able to beneit from

having a mentor through the programme

– a local businessman with a wealth of

knowledge and experience to share with

Andile. He also received a micro-loan through

the programme, which gave him a jump start

in his business, and he was able to pay back

the loan in full. After completing his 18-week

ParadigmShift training experience, Andile was

armed with the practical business knowledge

that he needed in order to really see his

business grow. He knew the next step was to

ind a proper oice to work from, and through

hard work and diligence, he managed to get

accepted into a local entrepreneur incubation

programme.

From dream to reality
From his one little cubicle space that he was 

able to rent, Andile and his one employee 

made Nyachengos Video Productions a 

reality. Although their revenue remained 

small, they sought out more funding and 

loan opportunities, as well as more mentors 

to glean knowledge from. In fact, having 

mentors has been a key component to 

Andile’s success.

“Having a background of no one 

supporting you, and now you have to pursue 

this dream from really nothing, from nothing 

at all, having a mentor really helped me. 

Mentors keep you on your toes; I tell you, it’s 

quite hectic, but they are really helping me,” 

says Andile. Andile’s sharp mind has helped 

him continue to take his business to the next 

level. He received funding to purchase all 

new equipment for his company, including a 

drone. His company now rents out equipment, 

in addition to their other services, and Andile 

has ilm and production companies now 

approaching him to join ventures. 

Watching it grow
Nyachengos Video Productions was able to 

eventually rent out two cubicles, and today 

—by Lindelwe Moyo

South Africa has one of the

largest disparities between

the wealthy and the poor.
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STORIES OF HOPE

Paradigm Shift equips churches to of er business training, discipleship, mentoring, 
and microcredit to launch entrepreneurs like Andile into seeing their businesses 
thrive and grow. These key components combined have the power to transform 

the future of an entrepreneur, giving them hope for tomorrow.

they have an entire oi  ce space of their 

own, with i ve full-time employees, and i ve 

contractors they employ. They even won 

a “Best Information and Communication 

Technology” award. Since 2012, Andile’s 

business revenue has steadily increased, and 

he has even bigger plans for the future of his 

company: 

“I actually have a much bigger vision than 

this. In fact, I see myself having a media training 

school that will help people develop their skills 

in video production and photography. But 

mostly, my main focus is video production. 

I’d like to see more people getting these 

skills, opening their own businesses, and also 

working for other companies within this sector. 

I would also really love to see our company 

operating without the owner, so I can look into 

other ventures.” 

Hard work pays of  
Andile sometimes passes by the little cubicle 

that he used to rent, the humble beginnings of 

his aspiring business, and is reminded that the 

hard work isn’t over yet—there is still a long 

journey ahead. But as a father with children 

to provide for, his perseverance has enabled 

him to not only utilise his gifts and passions, 

but to put food on the table, pay school fees, 

and support extended family members. The 

work he has created has brought economic 

possibility to himself and his family, as well

as to the families of the people he employs.

Today, i ve years later, due to Andile’s hard

work, perseverance, sharp mind, and patience,

Nyachengos Video Productions has reached

their one million Rand goal. If his journey

thus far tells us anything, it’s that Andile is just

getting started. There are even greater things

ahead for Andile and his business. 

Hope for the future 
Andile not only credits his j

the grace of God, his long s

for digital equipment and

his background in Busines

but also to the developme

in business management

neurship he had the privil

part of. One such journey w

Shift programme that Andi

through  the Westville Baptis

ban. Paradigm Shift equips c

business training, disciples

and microcredit to launch

neurs like Andile into seeing their businesses 

thrive and grow. These key components 

combined have the power to transform the 

future of an entrepreneur, giving them hope 

for tomorrow. If you would like to see a simi-

lar programme launch at your local church, 

or support a programme i nancially, please 

check out: shiftingparadigms.org

LINDELWE MOYO is the Executive Director of Para-
digm Shift, an oranisation that seeks to address poverty 
in South Africa and other developing countries. Visit 
www.shiftingparadigms.org for more information.“Having a mentor really 

helped me. Mentors keep

you on your toes.”

Andile AlutaAndile Aluta



TRENDING BOOKS & AUTHORS

I
n this fast-paced Christian novel, Italian pastor Marco Montorsi crosses the International 

Date Line on a l ight from Los Angeles to New Zealand and i nds himself face-to-

face with 24 hours that are not supposed to be there, in a world that doesn’t really 

exist. Seated next to Marco on the l ight is a young man who is running from a crime. 

During this strange lapse in time, Marco is commissioned by divinity to enter another 

dimension to unfasten eight locks that have kept this young man prisoner for most of 

his life. Mountains need to be climbed, monsters need to be slain, combinations need to 

be deciphered, doubts need to be conquered, and locks have to be opened. All this in 24 

short, unforgiving hours, or the young man’s heart will not be touched, it will literally stop 

beating and his eternal destiny will not be changed. The race is on! Will Marco succeed in 

saving this young man’s heart and life? Mixed with the gripping narrative of this i ctional 

adventure, are the author’s nuggets of revelation and teachings that he uses so readily to 

reveal the merciful, gracious, generous, and loving heart of the Father. 

THE MISSING DAY

Only twenty-four hours of life remaining

—by Mario Marchio

MARIO MARCHIO is an Italian pastor and author, based in South Africa. He has authored many pow-

erful books. The Missing Day is available for purchase online via Amazon. Alternatively, contact the 

author directly on mario@ilsuovillaggio.com

TRANSFORMATIONAL DISCIPLESHIP

15 life-changing disciplines of a disciple of Jesus

—by Steven Loots

E
very Christian needs to experience transformation. This book starts you of  on the 

right track. It deals with salvation and discipleship and the need for discipline in our 

spiritual walk with God. The spiritual disciplines do not bring about transformation, 

but they put us in a place where we can be transformed by the Lord. These disciplines 

need to be learnt, practiced, and taught. The disciplines discussed include: discovering 

who the Master is, abiding in Christ, prayer, witnessing, disciple making, studying the 

Word, practicing the presence of God, worship, stewardship, servanthood, renewal of the 

mind, fasting, forgiveness, love, and obedience. Jesus never intended that some would 

be mere believers or converts and others would be disciples. He simply said: “Follow me”. 

Being a disciple, a follower of Jesus, and making other people His disciples too is the 

fuli lling of the Great Commission. This is not an event; it is an exciting, life-changing 

journey. This book is for everyone longing for more; for new Christians and those who 

have known the Lord a lifetime. 

STEVEN ‘FANIE’ LOOTS is the founder of Harvesters Ministries, a church-planting ministry that has seen 

over 40 000 churches worldwide in the last 16 years. Transformational Discipleship is available for purchase 

online via Amazon. Alternatively, contact Harvesters Ministries directly on info@harvestersministries.com



I
t was on a normal school day that Dedda came home early from work. I walked back 

from school as I always did when we moved to Lynnwood, and on my arrival at ten 

past two, he was waiting for me, pacing, longing for confrontation. “You are late.” “No, 

Dedda, I am not.” The muscle on his temple sprang into action as he launched at me, his 

big hands gripping my thirteen-year-old frame. “Are you calling me a liar, Jeanette?” “No, 

Dedda, I am not.” “So then, you are late from school.” “Yes, Dedda.” “Get to your room!” 

He pointed towards the passage and bent down to my level while doing so. I waited and 

waited. With Dedda, a mandatory catch-22 situation was in operation. If the answer or 

confession that he demanded was not forthcoming, or was denied, he would ask me if I was 

calling him a liar. This was not an option. Ever! So I would wait for the hiding. The wait was

worse than the physical pain, and the rejection after the hiding was worse still.”

The Bible says we must consider it pure joy whenever we face trials of many kinds,

because the testing of our faith produces perseverance, which inishes a work in us,

so that we may be mature and complet l k

anything. At the time when Jenny-May ex

her childhood trials, she certainly did not j

joy, but sometimes felt frustration, exaspe

and confusion. Perseverance and hope in J

promise is what brought her to the inish

of maturity. Every trial o� ered an advanta

which showed up in her adult life as Kingd

tools. Tools Jenny-May now uses to defeat t

kingdom of darkness. What a joyous victo

these trials produced! 

Request Jenny-May as a speaker, or for

conferences on: jenny-may@optusnet.com.au.

Extract from Monsters, Mice and Mercy © 2013, Jenny

Hudson. Reprinted by kind permission of Lion Hudson

Life may 
seem unfair, 

for now

MONSTERS, 
MICE, AND 

MERCY

—by Jenny-May Hudson

“

JENNY-MAY HUDSON, teacher, public speaker and 

author of Monsters, Mice, and Mercy. Available in stores 

and on Amazon.com. Follower of Jesus. Dedicated to 

encourage, edify, motivate, restore.
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businessman, attorney, and author,

Nadan Naidoo. The Do Not Die Foundation is

a Non-Proit company that was birthed with

the vision of developing the resilience of our 

people, by enabling them to deal with the 

unresolved issues that might be hindering 

their achievements, success, and inner peace. 

One must not die in the middle of your plans, 

goals, or ambitions – we must i nish it. Our 

i rst priority is the schools in the Northern 

Areas of Nelson Mandela Metro. We are 

blessed to have various professionals from 

our community – legal professionals, medical 

professionals, educators, entrepreneurs, 

etc., – associated with our foundation, who 

would be available to do short motivational 

talks to learners during school assemblies; 

and to be available in certain instances, for 

one-on-one interventions. 

Building skills

Secondly, we have developed a range of life 

skills modules, including Time Management; 

Amanda Centerobi, in her online article,

Hiding in plain sight: Tips to spot an under

the radar student… mentions how diicult

it is to identify the under-the-radar learners 

who are neither top achievers, nor do their 

grades warrant intervention. Very often, 

those students have the ability to realise 

their potential, with the right motivation 

and support. These life skills modules are 

aimed at creating an opportunity for these

learners to be introduced to additional skills

that could enhance their academic and

emotional wellbeing.

Purchasing a centre to

assist the youth

Our third approach is to have an onsite youth

worker available to consult with learners on

challenges or issues arising from interactions

during life skills workshops or those learners

who respond to issues raised by our motiva-

ring school assemblies.

Mr Naidoo purchased a piece

f land in the historically rel-

evant area of Fairview, and

envisions the development of

a multi-functional facility that

will house a life-skills centre,

development hub. Young people will be able

to sleep over at the facility, for specially devel-

oped camps, over weekends, and on holidays.

This facility will house the foundation and it 

will enable the foundation as well as the facil-

ity to be self-sui  cient. The i rst phase of this 

development will kick of  soon. Mr Nadan 

Naidoo has donated all proceeds from the 

sales of his books: Do not die in the middle of 

your Destiny and The Wealth Transfer: Part 1, of 

which 2000 copies per book are being print-

ed, towards the operations of the foundation. 

4000 copies of Do not die in the middle of your 

Destiny have been sold since 2010. 

The main objectives of The Do Not 

Die Foundation NPC are:

individuals with the necessary skills to 

resist the deferment of their ambitions, 

towards resolving unsettled matters 

that can negatively afect the emotional, 

inancial, and spiritual well-being of the 

family structure.

through awareness and educational pro-

grammes, towards control of their person-

al debt, ultimately facilitating the attain-

ment of inancial dignity.

en, and fathers within the community, 

through skills development.

show potential academically, technically, 

artistically or in business.

Do Not Die equips the 

youth with necessary 

education and skills.

www.donotdie.org

R150
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A. A careful study of the Bible reveals

tithing was practised before Moses 

wrote it into the Law. Before the Law 

(e.g. Abraham), during the Law, and 

after the Law, God’s people obeyed 

the principle of proportionate giv-

ing. Believers were taught to give “in 

keeping with your income” – 1 Corin-

thians 16:2, and “according to your 

means” – 2 Corinthians 8:12-15. It is 

a magnii cent plan demonstrating 

the wisdom of God in providing for 

His work and His people, so every-

one can participate. Tithing has two 

immediate benei ts. (1) It protects 

us from excessive giving advocated 

by manipulative greed. (2) It encour-

ages disciplined giving and ensures 

we understand we are stewards of 

His resources. Let the Lord Jesus 

Christ have the last word. “Woe to 

you, teachers of the law and Phari-

sees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth 

of your spices—mint, dill, and cumin. 

But you have neglected the more im-

portant matters of the law—justice, 

mercy, and faithfulness. You should 

have practiced the latter, without ne-

glecting the former” – Matthew 23:23.

80 JOY! MAGAZINE
Val Waldeck is an author, kindle publishing consultant, and Bible teacher. 

If you need help writing, or with your book, see www.valwaldeck.com 

I don’t understand the Book of 

Revelation – the four beasts, the 

angels pouring things into the 

world – could you explain it to 

me?

A. The Book of Revelation takes some ad-

vanced studying to understand it in context. 

Those are “word pictures” that the Apostle 

John uses to describe events that will take 

place in the i nal years of this world’s history. 

My best advice is to read the Bible and live out 

what you do understand, rather than dwell 

on what you don’t understand. The Lord will 

reveal those things to you in His time as you 

mature in the faith and in His Word.

Someone from a well-known cult 

contacted me today. Would it be 

wrong to allow her into my home, 

as I know she is coming to try and 

teach another Gospel?

A. Unless the Holy Spirit directs otherwise, 

it is best not to enter into any further 

discussion with them. Hear what the Bible 

says: “Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge 

Jesus Christ as coming in the l esh, have gone 

out into the world. Any such person is the 

deceiver and the antichrist . . . Anyone who runs 

ahead and does not continue in the teaching of 

Christ does not have God; whoever continues in 

the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 

If anyone comes to you and does not bring this 

teaching, do not take them into your house or 

welcome them” – 2 John 1:7-10.

How can one trust God when 

you try your best at something, 

but still fail, even though you 

prayed? School is meaningless 

for me.

A. Answers to prayer are “the children’s 

bread”, Jesus said. This means you must be 

sure you are not just religious, but a genuine 

Christian. If you are not sure, ask the Lord Jesus 

Christ to come into your heart, forgive your 

sins, and make you His own born-again child. 

The Holy Spirit cannot bring back to your 

memory what is not there already. Be sure 

to diligently study and trust Him to embed 

that knowledge and understanding into your 

mind. If you have not studied as hard as you 

should, repent and ask His forgiveness. “Trust 

in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on 

your own understanding. Seek His will in all you 

do, and He will show you which path to take” – 

Proverbs 3:5-6. 

Is tithing legalism and 
to be avoided? My home 

fellowship leader is adamant 
about that.

Email your questions to:
joyquestions@valwaldeck.com

ASK VAL
Biblically based answers 

for tough questions



e is called the apostle to the 

Germans and was perhaps 

the greatest missionary of 

the Dark Ages. Boniface was an Englishman, 

born in 680 AD. He entered a monastery and, 

at the age of thirty, was ordained. His abilities 

guaranteed a rising career in the English 

Church, but Boniface had a missionary call on 

his life that would not be denied. 

His boldness knew no bounds
About 716, he sailed to Holland on his 

i rst missionary endeavour, but he met 

strong political opposition and returned 

to England discouraged. He recovered and 

left again for the continent, going to Rome 

in 718, then, with the pope’s sanction, to 

Germany. For the next twelve years he 

worked there (with occasional forays back 

to Holland), and he soon began seeing 

great numbers of pagans converted. His 

boldness knew no bounds.

Smashing false idols
In one village, he couldn’t win any converts 

because the local populace was convinced 

that their massive tree, the sacred oak of 

the thunder god, held supernatural powers 

over them. Boniface took an axe and felled 

it in full view of the horrii ed citizens. He 

then proceeded to build a church with the 

wood. News spread across central Europe 

and thousands confessed Christ as Lord. 

He reconsidered his methods
Boniface travelled from village to village, 

smashing idols, destroying temples, and 

preaching the Gospel. But he soon recon-

sidered his smash-and-burn evangelism 

and began building churches, training 

and organising an indigenous clergy. 

Women became actively involved in his 

work. In 744, he established the important

monastery of Fulda, to this day the centre

of Roman Catholicism in Germany. Boni-

face’s converts fanned out as missionaries

throughout central Europe.

One of the most powerful 
churchmen
Everywhere he went, it was with papal 

sanction and authority, and he became 

one of the most powerful churchmen of 

the eighth century. Some have criticised 

him for emphasising the Church over 

the Gospel. He was back in Holland for a 

preaching tour, and thousands of converts 

were baptised. On June 5th, 755, a band of 

hostile pagans fell upon him as he camped 

by the river Borne. He was slain while 

clutching a Bible in his hand.

Are you shining the light?
“The Lord has given us this command, ‘I have 

placed you here as a light for the Gentiles. 

You are to take the saving power of God to 

people everywhere on earth.’ . . . Everyone 

who had been chosen for eternal life then put 

their faith in the Lord.” – Acts 13:47-48. 

—by Robert J. Morgan

He travelled from village to 

village, smashing idols and 

preaching the Gospel.

SERIES

Saint Boniface
THE GREATEST MISSIONARY OF THE DARK AGES

*This article has been extracted from On This Day 
In Christian History, written by Robert J. Morgan 
and published by Thomas Nelson Publishers. Visit: 
www.thomasnelson.com for more information.



A
quiet miracle is underway in Cambodia,

a magnii cent tropical country of plains 

and mountains in Southeast Asia. To 

the casual visitor however, it might seem 

unimaginable that a miracle would be required 

in such lush, enchanting landscapes. But 

behind it’s renowned hospitality, millions of 

its people still bear the deep and painful scars 

from recent history, and it’s within this context 

that God has been gathering His l ock. 

An incredible story
Through Boran, one of the inspirational 

leaders among the small Christian minority 

in Cambodia, nearly 40 churches have been 

planted across the Kampong Thom province 

in just 30 years. 

The work is astounding in the light 

of the odds, which would have seemed 

insurmountable without the Lord by your 

side. The tumult of the 1970s – when, in i ve 

short years, the Khmer Rouge regime put 

around one quarter of Cambodia’s population 

to death – still reverberates through the 

generations. 

Joy from the Lord
At i rst glance, Pastor Boran appears to be a 

man who has endured much hardship. Yet the 

smile on his face tells of a joy that is not found 

in any wealth or status. Boran is an ordinary 

man used by an extraordinary God and he 

is eager to share how God has used him in 

ministry. 

However, Harvesters Ministries has given 

new impetus to this servant of God. After 

being introduced to the Harvesters Hub 

Church Planting model and how the principle 

of multiplication of disciples leads to the 

multiplication of churches, he rediscovered 2 

Tim 2:2 , which says, “And the things you have 

heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 

entrust to reliable people who will also be 

qualii ed to teach others.” 

Inspired by God’s love
The Word rekindled the i re in Pastor Boran’s 

heart. He realised why his churches had largely 

not grown in three decades and why they had 

not multiplied. He realised that he had been 

making converts and not disciple-makers. 
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—by Harvesters Ministries

Reinvigorated, he jumped at the opportunity to sign up as a Hub 

Leader, wanting to be part of what God is doing across the globe. 

Harvesters Ministries, which is currently active in 62 countries 

worldwide, believes that multiplication discipleship and church 

planting is the most ef ective way to reach the world for Christ. 

Thousands of new churches are being planted and pastors are being 

trained for each of them. Glory to God, Boran was not the only pastor 

to sign up. An amazing total of 38 church leaders joined him in this 

new church planting stream. 

Excited by holy leadership
The turnout speaks volumes in a country where the government 

deliberately discourages any religion. Yet more evidence of God’s 

glory was to come. During the i rst training session where an 

evangelism tool was introduced and taught, the group headed out 

to share the Gospel in their village with their neighbours – even 

though door-to-door evangelism is prohibited. After 90 minutes, they 

returned bursting with excitement. Pastor Boran stepped up i rst, 

reporting commitments by four new disciples. 

He was emotional when he recalled the story. Pastor Boran is 

excited by the Harvesters Hub Model, says he remains constantly 

aware of the potential of the programme. One of its most important 

requirements, he says, is that everyone who participates honours a 

holy commitment in not only bringing the Word to new believers, but 

encouraging these disciples to make disciples of others. It is the key 

to spreading the Good News to all.

Now, you can help
Behind every initiative that advances the work of God are millions 

of supporters – and by His Spirit, you can be part of them. Perhaps 

you are led to make a i nancial contribution, donate a Bible, plant a 

church, or simply led to sign up for our newsletter. Each small action is 

a mustard seed waiting to grow. Visit www.harvestersministries.com 

to learn more. 

Harvesters Ministries is currently active in 62 

countries. Thousands of new churches are 

being planted and pastors are being trained.

Fa ok.com/harv

www.harvestersministries.com

It costs an average of R150 per month for one 

year (R1 800) to plant a church and provide the 

udent pastor with three years of pastoral training. 

usually leads to the planting of at least another 

20 churches over a period of eight years.
I hereby commit to give 

R ______________________________ per month 

to plant _______________ churches per year. 

(Units of R150 per church, per year)

Banking details: ABSA, Westgate; Branch code: 632005;

Account Number: 4075041297; Tel: 011 955 1814

Send this slip to: 

Harvesters Ministries; P.O. Box 3571; Kenmare; 1745 or

email: info@harvestersministries.com

Name: _______________________________________________

Surname:____________________________________________

Date of birth:_________________ Language: ______________

Address: _____________________________________________

_______________________________ Postal code: __________

Tel (H): ______________________Tel (W): ___________________

Tel (C): _______________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________

Date: ________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

Giving Code: JOY 06/18 - Initial - Surname

Account Name: Harvesters

Receive our email newsletter: 

Send your: Title, First Name, and Last Name to

arvestersministries.com
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A
frica is home to many of the world’s

most unreached tribes and civilisa-

tions. Here in South Africa, we are liv-

ing in a Third World country, with access to

the majority of First World facilities. The Gos-

pel is only one click away on our computers

or our smartphones. This luxury is unfortu-

nately not the norm for the majority of native

Africans, who have never heard about Jesus,

and have no access to the Bible in their own

languages.

As Christians, our lives are focused on the

Great Commission, as outlined in Matthew

28: 16-20, to “Go into all the world and preach

the Gospel”. It is our duty here on earth to 

share the Good News of Christ with as many 

dif erent people as we possibly can, and to 

lead those who have no knowledge of our 

Lord to salvation. 

A distortion of the Bible

The Bible is unfortunately not yet freely avail-

able in every language in the world, despite 

ardent ef orts from Bible translators. Many 

peoples in Africa have potentially heard of the 

Gospel, heard of God’s goodness, and could 

even have been led to salvation previously – 

yet they have no solid base for their theology. 

This lack of Scripture in native languages has

set the scene here for the countless reports

of distorted theology, with ‘pastors’ spraying

doom on congregants, bringing witchcraft

into ceremonies, and leading churches fur-

ther and further away from God’s truths. Bible

translations into African languages is the key

to fulilling the Great Commission in this na-

tion. What is the value of translating the Bible 

into the heart language of a people?

1. It makes the Word of God 

accessible to many, not just a few

The Great Commission requires us to reach 

every creature. The average missionary has 

the potential to reach 5000 people in his 

lifetime. At this rate, it would require over 600 

000 missionaries just to reach the unreached 

half of the world. The Bible in the heart 

language of the people would accelerate our 

obedience to Matthew 28.

2. It conveys to the people that

they are of value to God

Many years ago a missionary reached an African 

native for Christ and eventually translated the 

Scriptures into his heart language. After receiv-

ing his irst copy of the Scriptures, the native 

referred to what it was like to only hear the spo-

ken Word. “To me,” he said, “it was like God was 

coming every Sunday to visit us dressed in an-

other culture and language. As soon as He went 

away, the rest of the week we had no God.” The 

written word in their language becomes more 

than just words on a page, it speaks to the heart 

and communicates to them their value to God. 

Even reading the Bible in a second language or 

trade language does not have this ef ect. There 

is no substitute for reading the words of God in 

your own heart language.

3. It plants the Gospel in the culture

In order for the Gospel to reach the multitudes 

and the Church to multiply ef ectively, it must 

become more than the religion brought from 

across the seas. It must be born out of their 

own culture. God must become more than a 

weekend visitor; He must become part of the 

fabric of their lives through His ever-present 

translated Word. 

—by Gillian Fraser
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Bible translations into African 

languages is vital in fuli lling 

the Great Commission.

The importance of
African Bible Translations



Ensure those around you have the pleasure of 

reading God’s Word in their mother tongue.

Why not give a Bible to someone in your home,

in your neighbourhood, at work, in your

church, or as an outreach?

“A Bible in one’s mother tongue not

only personalises the relationship

one has with God, but symbolises the

Christian principle of God loving us

all – irrespective of our race, culture,

background, and sosial status.”

George Pabi – Canadian Bible Society

Give someone a Bible in their
mother tongue

To order, contact CLF

Tel: 021 873 6964

Email: order@clf.co.za

Ndebele

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Botswana

Shona

Zambia,

Zimbabwe

Russian

South Africa

Chinese

(NewTestament)

South Africa

Spanish

Equatorial

Guinea
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South Africa 
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sistent poverty, sharp rise in the sex-trade 

industry, and corruption. There are thousands 

of people living in poor conditions, unable to 

access health care and other basic needs. Many 

are living in a void of hopelessness. 

The Philippines is an archipelago that 

comprises of about 7641 islands of which 

only 2000 are inhabited. FEBC broadcasts the 

Gospel in 11 languages through a variety of 

programs including: Bible teachings, children’s 

programs, medical information, discipleship 

training, evangelism, and music programs. On 

average, FEBC Philippines distributes up to 

2000 radios per annum to unreached minority 

groups around the country, reaching up to 50 

000 people with the Gospel. 

unexpected injury, shared his story of how Christ 

brought restoration through FEBC’s broadcasts: 

Sammy grew up in Quezon, a farming district 

in the Philippines. It is a place surrounded by 

picturesque mountains and lush farmlands. As 

the eldest child, in accordance with the Filipino 

culture, he had to work to provide for the rest 

of the family. During those times, despite not 

owning land of their own, they lived a simple, 

yet abundant life. One day, he played a volley-

ball game with his friends. After the game, while 

he was on his way home, he felt a sudden jolt 

of pain in the right side of his neck. Soon after, 

he was unable to feel any sensation in his arms 

and legs. On seeing a doctor, he was diagnosed 

with a severe and incurable spinal cord injury 

that would leave him paralysed and bedridden 

for life. Many thoughts ran through his mind and 

he became frustrated and angry with God for 

what had happened to him. He recalls how he 

felt helpless in those moments:

“I could not accept what was happen-

F
EBC, the Far East Broadcasting Com-

pany, aired their very i rst broadcast 

from Shanghai, China in the 1940’s. 

The dream, inspired by the Lord, was to 

launch a ministry that would focus on the 

extreme spiritual needs of the people of 

Asia following World War II. In 1948 China 

closed its doors to foreign missionaries, 

causing FEBC to move its Asian base of 

operations to the Philippines. FEBC’s i rst 

broadcasts over the local station, KZAS, 

went on air on June 4, 1948 in Manila. Today 

God is using FEBC Philippines to minister 

healing to the hearts of millions across the 

country and abroad. 

Li i i h l

There still remain millions of people like Sammy, suf ering 

from the consequences of disintegrated societies and 

misfortune, who have not yet heard the Gospel.

—by Eva Pretorius
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period of one and a half years my parents did everything they could to try

and help me get better. They sought help from faith healers, doctors, physi-

cal therapists, but nothing was able to cure me. I became desperate and

hopeless. I blamed God for everything. It was at this point where my char-

acter took a turn for the worst. I was mad at the world and everyone in it.” 

Reading the Bible brought joy

As his condition worsened, Sammy’s miserable state-of-mind started to

afect his family, as he withdrew from them. Like his body, his relationship

with them also grew weaker. At the same time his father was having an

extra-marital afair and the family gradually fell apart. Unable to bare the 

strain, his mother decided to relocate the family to another city. Sammy 

explains how diicult it was to transition from being an active young 

man into someone who could no longer walk or work with his hands: 

“There is nothing I could do except for watching television and 

listening to FEBC radio. One day I realised that everything I did to try and 

ill my void of loneliness was worthless. I began reading the Bible and 

confessed all my sins to God. This brought me joy, I could not help but 

share all I’ve learnt with my family and friends.”

God can always use you!

God transformed Sammy’s bitterness into praise and thanksgiving. 

Through reading the Bible and listening to FEBC’s broadcasts, Sammy 

was restored and received strength to put the past behind him. Today, 

Sammy shares his hope by managing 11 Facebook pages that of er 

enlightening and positive messages from the Bible. Even though his feet 

cannot take him to places where he can preach the Gospel, God is using 

his active mind to bring His Word to those around him!

FEBA can reach the unreached

There still remain millions of people like Sammy, sufering from the 

consequences of disintegrated societies and misfortune, who have not 

yet heard the Gospel. It is our universal responsibility to make sure that 

they get the chance to hear the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. One 

radio has the power to impact 50 people’s lives. For further information 

visit www.febaradio.co.za or contact us on 012 335 5708.

It is our universal responsibility to make

sure that they get the chance to hear the 

Good News.

FEBC has been broadcasting its message of hope from the 
Philippines  since 1948

Adapted from an article from FEBC Philippines
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—by Open Doors SA

“

THE LEGACY OF A
GOD-FEARING DAD

G
od enabled an illiterate herder to

cling to Him amid persecution. No

matter how hard the situation was,

how rejected he felt, my father still clung to

Christ. And that was the life I wanted. That

was the God I wanted to believe in. That is

on the frontlines of the faith

herdsman, while he was out herding and 

said, “It is Me, Jesus. Do not be afraid, for I 

am with you.” Hassan’s father chose to follow 

Christ, and this marked the start of intense 

persecution.

Thrown out of the community

When his family ridiculed his father for such 

‘insanity’, Hassan’s mother left them, taking 

his baby sister with her. Other relatives took 

his younger brother to live with them. Hassan 

decided to stay with his father and witnessed 

all the persecution that his father suf ered.

“My father was beaten and even slashed 

with a panga. He had scars all over his 

“When I was a young boy, I never knew what 

Christianity was,” the 24-year-old Somali 

believer, Hassan, shares. Most Somalis in 

the Horn of Africa are people who pride 

themselves in the fact that there are hardly 

any Christians among them.

us appeared to Hassan’s 

er, a former Muslim and 

lay a crucial 

e lives of our 
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body. When the attacks did not work, the 

community of ered him money to return 

to Islam. He never gave in to the pressure. 

This is when our family and the community 

rejected him. Nobody wanted to talk to him 

and when they did, all he got was verbal 

abuse. Eventually we were thrown out of our 

community,” Hassan remembers.

A journey to faith
After his father was thrown out, Hassan 

received a sponsorship from a well-wisher 

to attend a good school far from home. It 

is here that his own journey towards Christ 

began, “I did not realise that the Lord was 

using my father to [draw] me to Himself.

“At the end of my eighth grade, I had a 

desire towards God in my heart and I started 

comparing Islam and Christianity. I saw that 

Islam is more about rules – it’s about dos and 

don’ts, whereas Christianity is about a Person 

who came and gave His life so that I could 

have life.

“My father used to be illiterate. No one 

preached Christianity to him. No person 

convinced him to become a Christian. For 

him, as a Somali, to become a believer in a 

place where there is not a single church, is 

signii cant. This is what Jesus did. And when 

I compared his life to what it was before, I 

knew that he had seen the Light.”

A lonely walk
Hassan’s own faith journey is also a lonely 

one, “Although I want to tell the world that 

I am a Christian, I don’t, because I fear for 

my life. But God makes it possible for me to 

survive this isolation. When Jesus died for 

human kind, He also died for me. I know that 

God will fuli l His purpose for me. That is the 

one thing that keeps me strong.”

Ef ective ways of sharing
the Gospel
One of the ways in which Open Doors sup-

ports isolated believers, like Hassan, is 

through radio, which of ers exciting oppor-

tunities. In partnership with other ministries, 

Open Doors makes Gospel programmes 

available in the Somali language in the Horn 

of Africa, and through Internet technology, 

also as far ai eld as Europe and the USA. The 

airwaves are one of the most ef ective ways 

of reaching both believers and non-believers. 

Anyone can access it via shortwave (in the 

Horn) and via the Internet everywhere else.

Pray with Open Doors
Pray with us that many in closed countries, 

such as Somalia, will continue to hear the 

message of Christ and come to faith in Him. 

Also pray that we will be able to provide 

content that helps strengthen the faith of 

those who have already placed their trust 

in God. 

This Fathers' Day, 
remember persecuted 
fathers around the world.

*Name changed and representative images used for security purposes.  Photos: © 2018 Open Doors International
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GEBHARDT BERNDT

GEBHARDT BERNDT

OSTHUIZEN

SOUTH AFRICAN EVANGELISTS

I
f anyone’s work which he has built on endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he 

will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. Do you not know that you are the 

temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” – 1 Corinthians 3:14-16.

“Lord, what’s their problem?” – I was getting frustrated. The crusades were in an area with about 

30 villages. We worked with wonderful pastors with a well-established fraternal. I kept encouraging 

them to reach out to other pastors in the area so we could involve as many churches as possible – but 

it was as if they were held back. I prayed for guidance and was shocked by God’s reply: “Their problem 

is that they’re building palaces, not temples”. A temple economy is all about the deity, and operates on 

freewill offerings from the worshippers distributed by the priests for the benefit of all (Acts 4:32,33). As 

a result, temples serving the same deity are not a threat to one another. A palace economy is similar, 

with some exceptions. It’s about the king, his family, and close followers. Especially in the distributions. 

Freewill offerings become mandatory and the kingdom operates as a business – bringing all subjects, 

their talents, and abilities under the will of the king. Surrounding kingdoms are a threat. What are we 

building? In Revelation we read the throne and the altar in the Temple of God – not in a palace. 

I
would like to believe that God was at His best in the beginning. Not that He changed in any way in-between 

(Hebrews 13:8), but in the beginning, everything was in chaos. As Scripture presages, “The earth was without 

form and void.” – Genesis 1:2. It was complete chaos until God stepped in. With three words “let light be”, 

creation occurred; galaxies, and animals, the earth and the sea, mountain ranges and human kind. All by the 

breath of His Voice. Nothing much has changed; people are still facing chaos daily. Chaos in the workplace, 

chaos in i nances, chaos in relationships. Chaos. 

But there is a Voice that penetrates the darkness. There is a Voice that i nds you in the darkest, loneliest of 

places. There is a Voice that does not walk out and does not quit. This Voice seeks high and low until He i nds 

you. If we only understood our worth, how much of our hearts would not be sold of ? If we can awake our value, 

change the disposition of our speech, and change the way we think, how much will not change from 

death to life? As people, we have to believe what He says is true! I am loved. I am favoured. I 

am blessed. I am strong. I am His! Satan knows that if he can swing your worth away from 

your Kingdom birth, victory can be obtained! But His Voice, tender still, is calling us away 

from the darkness, away from the chaos, away from the scoundrel steeplechases, into 

His glorious life (John 14:6). Whatever you’re facing, it’s not the end; He is still Creator. 

Your chaos is a spoken Word away from beauty! We are a result of what we believe 

to be true. Time to believe beloved.  
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SERVING THE CHURCH

GRANT & THEUNISINA

GRANTAND THEUNISINA NEYT – Evangelism and Fire Ministries.
Grant is passionate about reaching people for Christ. This stems
from a deep seated and intimate relationship with God, through
His Spirit and Word. The focus is to reach people of all walks
of life with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, both spiritually and
physically. Furthermore, he is passionate to see ordinary people

for Christ. Email: info@eandfm.org | P.O. Box 1622, Umhlanga
Rocks, 4320

AMRYN KLINTWORTH, Evangelist – In His Name Ministries. The revised and expanded
dition of Tamryn’s book Spirit of Fire is now available from leading bookstores nationwide.
mail: info@inhisname.org.za | PO Box 50015,West Beach, 7449

L
astmonthwe looked at answering the important question of,“What

is my purpose in life?”. We saw that the answer lies in following

Christ. “Then Jesus said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you

become ishers of men.’” – Mark 1:17. This month the second part of that

Scripture comes into focus. It is God’s plan for our lives that we are made

into “ishers of men”. God makes us, and we act on what He has made us.

Being a isher of men is not only relected in our words, but also in our

lifestyles and our actions. Apostle Paul tells us that we are “our epistle

written in our hearts, known and read by all men.” – 2 Cor 3:1. Apostle Paul

also writes in 1 Corinthians 10:31 and 16:13 that in everything we do let

it be done to the glory of God and be done in love. People are looking

at us to see Christ living in us. The conclusion is thus: Following Christ is

our personal relationship with Him. Being a isher of men is the result of

that relationship. That is our purpose in life!

I
have exciting news to announce! While In His Name continues winning thousands for Jesus

across Africa through Gospel Crusades, the Lord has stirred an initiative in the hearts of

myself and two dear fellow evangelists that will see us impacting those closer to home.

Myself and two other Cape Town based soul-winners, namely Ev. Edward Ackerman (Lightlife

Evangelistic Ministries) and Ev. Herman Snell (Revive all Nations Ministries), are going to

hold unbranded, one night crusades across the Cape Flats on a regular basis. When I say

“unbranded” I mean that the events will not carry the name of any one ministry. Rather, we

will share the platform together as a show of unity, declaring that if the Body of Christ pull

together, Cape Town shall be saved! On these evenings, the Gospel will be preached in a tag

team fashion and an altar call for salvation made. Healing and deliverance will be prayed for.

Also, the baptism of the Holy Spirit and how to be used mightily by Him will be taught on and

prayed for. The evenings will be called Fire Nights and are both for the unbeliever and believer.

If you would like to get involved in this initiative or have us come to your area, please do

contact me directly on tamryn@inhisname.global or 021 556 0762. Africa for Jesus!
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FEARFUL UNBELIEF
—by Reinhard Bonnke

SERIES

T
he Bible’s greatest illustration of 

fearful unbelief and fearless faith 

lasted forty years. It was like watching 

a forty-act drama on the stage, depicting the 

total bankruptcy of faith. We still see them 

in our mind’s eye—those camping tribes of 

Israel. Many a time their wanderings took 

them close to the border of the Promised

Land. The problem was not that they did not

believe they could go over – they knew it

was their right, for God had given the land

to them. They were thoroughly convinced.

Their faith that far was perfect, but their faith

had a fatal law—the worm of fear was at the

heart of it.

Faith is useless when we fear

Their faith was useless while they feared,

which is why most of them never reached

the Promised Land. They panicked. They

murmured about their lot, but did not have

enough faith to change it. They whined

when they could have dined. The episode of

the spies resulted in ten of them unbelieving

and two full of faith. This is probably a 

normal average—two out of twelve believe 

and get what God has for them. The rest 

wish and die. The Marxist communists used 

to mock religion saying, “Work and pray, live 

on hay, and you’ll get pie in the sky when 

you die.” They promised pie on earth, but it 

never came. Those who are promised pie in 

the sky and believe what Christ said are the 

ones who ind that God gives them pie now, 

and then they do their best to make sure that 

other people get some pie as well. When 

Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; only believe” – 

Luke 8:50, it was a profound analysis of this 

emotion. Normally we say, “Do not be afraid, 

be brave, have courage!” Jesus did not say 

just, “Do not be afraid.” He knew very well 

that fear is part of man’s make-up. He said, 

“Do not be afraid; only believe.” 

Faith is not a feeling

During periods of melancholy when, 

as Scripture says, “neither sun nor stars 

appeared” – Acts 27:20, trust in God is the 

anchor of the soul. “Whenever I am afraid, I 

will trust in You” – Psalm 56:3. That is the time 

to trust. Unfortunately, some are nervous 

by nature and prone to depression and 

even panic. We see this is many famous 

examples from history, such as Tchaikovsky; 

Thomas Carlisle, the eminent author; and 

William Cowper, the poet and author of the 

famous Olney Hymns. Even the prince of 

preachers, Charles Spurgeon, knew the grip 

of depression and would make his students 

laugh because otherwise he said he would 

weep. The writer of Psalm 42 may have been 

temperamentally al  icted in the same way, 

but again faith came to his aid. He said, “My 

tears have been my food day and night…why 

are you cast down, O my soul? And why are 

With God, fear will not 

stop us. Faith removes the 

shackles from our ankles.
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When our bodily chemistry sets up a sense of 
impending disaster, or we suf er heavy blows 

and our circumstances are oppressive and 
dark, or when pain and illness sit with us at the 

i reside—fear and alarm come as a natural cause 
and ef ect. What then does faith do?

you disquieted within me?” He seems to have 

no rational explanation for his depression. 

However, he knew where to get strength. He 

spoke to himself, “Hope in God, for I shall yet 

praise Him” – Psalm 42:5. This illustrates a 

major lesson—faith is not a feeling. 

When danger comes,

fear is inevitable

When our bodily chemistry sets up a sense 

of impending disaster, or we suf er heavy 

blows and our circumstances are oppressive 

and dark, or when pain and illness sit with 

us at the i reside—fear and alarm come as 

a natural cause and ef ect. What then does 

faith do? It takes the shackles from our 

ankles, and we challenge their paralysing 

grip and go ahead anyway. With God, fear 

will not stop us. We overcome. If we are 

believers, nothing can alter it, no matter

what hammers and bruises us. Jesus said His

followers were to give their lives for Him, but

“not a hair of your head shall be lost” – Luke

21:18. You—the real you—believes God.

The sea’s surface is rul  ed, but the depths 

are still. Faith operates without emotional 

reactions. It secretly imparts strength of 

mind and peace of spirit, so you do not go 

under but over. Faith gets us of  the hook of 

fear. Faith is not just for Sunday, but for life. 

Faith is not just for transplanting mountains 

(see Matthew 21:21), but for living. God gives 

us grace to live, if we believe, and the just will 

live by faith. Faith is the plus of life. 

Do not panic, do not worry, 

do not murmur – for the 

Lord your God is with you.

REINHARD BONNKE is a German Pentecostal 
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Are you Flammable or Fireproof?
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M
any people really don’t know what 

to say when dealing with grieving 

friends, and sometimes they blurt 

out things that don’t help at all, but actually 

deepen the sorrowing person’s pain. 

“I know how you feel.” No, you don’t! So 

why say it? “There’s a reason for everything.” 

That may be true, but neither of you have 

any idea what that might be. “Well, cheer 

up. There’s always someone worse of .” This 

has zero comfort value, and sounds about 

as callous as you can get. “Don’t worry. Be 

happy.” – absolutely clueless. We have to give 

people—even fellow believers—time and 

room to grieve their loss.

Grieving with those who mourn
The Bible names three friends who came to 

Job to “sympathise with him and comfort him” – 

Job 2:11. As it turned out, Job would have been 

better of  if these guys had just stayed home. 

These three counsellors apparently travelled 

a great distance, and when they arrived at 

Job’s residence and caught sight of their old 

friend huddled out back on top of an ash 

heap, they were shocked right down to their 

sandals. When they saw Job from a distance, 

they scarcely recognised him. Wailing loudly, 

they tore their robes and threw dust into 

the air over their heads to demonstrate their 

grief. Then they sat on the ground with him 

for seven days and nights. And no one said a 

word, for they saw that his suf ering was too 

great for words (Job 2:12-13). Believe it or not, 

that was the perfect thing to do. What Job 

needed right then was just someone to be 

with him. These friends started out with the 

right idea when “no one said a word.”  

Learning from their example
When you spend time with someone who 

is suf ering or grieving, don’t feel that you 

need to necessarily say something “wise and 

profound,” or try to explain the situation. To 

begin with, you don’t know enough to explain 

anything, because that knowledge lies with 

God alone. And besides that, explanations 

have never healed a broken heart. Sometimes 

the best thing to do is just be there. And say 

absolutely nothing. When someone is hurting, 

you just need to go to them. If you say, “I 

don’t know what to say.” Then take your own 

advice and don’t say anything! If you do say 

something, keep it simple.

Don’t act like nothing
has happened
Most of the time, your words aren’t all that

important anyway. By simply showing up—

showing love, and a readiness to listen—you

are able to bring comfort to these grieving

ones. Sometimes, you ask the individual what 

he or she is facing, and then you just close 

your mouth and listen with both ears. Many 

times, simply because they don’t want to be 

uncomfortable, rejected, or look silly, people 

keep their distance from those who grieve. 

Or if they do spend time with that individual, 

they will steer clear of mentioning the 

one who died. That’s no comfort at all. The 

grieving spouse or parent wants that loved 

one to be remembered. Many times, we 

will say things don’t help at all, but actually 

deepen the sorrowing person’s pain. 

Look to the Bible for advice
We have to give people—even fellow 

believers—time and room to grieve their 

loss. Job’s comforters always get a bad 

rap, and deservedly so, but just remember 

something: At least they got it right in the 

beginning. They wept with their friend, kept 

their mouths closed, and sat with him on 

the ground for seven days before they said 

anything. We think we’re being a martyr 

if we sit with someone for seven minutes. 

At least initially, Job’s friends did the right 

thing. Scripture says to “Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” 

– Romans 12:15. 

Many people really don’t 

know what to say when 

dealing with grieving friends.

DEVOTION

HOW TO DEAL WITH

GRIEVING FRIENDS

NICO BOUGAS is the International Director of Develop-
ment of  Hellenic Ministries. Email him on Nico@bougas.
info, or visit www.hellenicministries.com
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If there was ever a time a generation needed revival, it is now, and there is a new wave of ministries being birthed out 

of revival that is about to sweep the earth. These are the true revivalists that God is raising up to proclaim the pure 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to their generation with signs and wonders following - men and women who are not satisfied 

with the status quo of religion and tradition, but who will run with God’s fire.

We want to invite you to join an army of men and women, young and old, who are ready to let their lives count for 

eternity - people who want to be used of God by the power of His Spirit to make an eternal impact on their generation.  

Some of the subjects you’ll experience: Faith, Prayer, Leadership in Ministry, Bible Doctrines, Worship Lifestyle, 

Revival Studies, Gifts of Ministry of Helps, Stewardship, Excellence in Ministry, Understanding your Potential, The Name 

of Jesus, Soul Winning, Mission Trips & many more.

The River Bible Institute offers a 3 year full time Bible Training programme designed just for you!


